Changing Sydney Skyl
The ' '

In this review of architecture in N.S.W. in 1963, Sydney architect,
PETER JOHNSON, says the change in the Sydney skyline has been the
‘ k — i " spectacular architectural event of
8| the year., S I LS

T seems far more than
21 “months since the
AM_.P. Building was com-
pleted "and controversy
Was rife concerning -ifs
{scale in relation to. Cir-
cular ‘Quay ‘and the Tre-
mainder of the city,

The city skyline behind
it is now not only growing
to meet it, but at some
points will even surpass it.
This change in- the skyline
is the most spectacular
architectural event of. the
past 12 months. -

Returning travelleis. con-
fess: to a feeling of pride
that the changing skyline is-
a symbol that Sydney is a
city of increasing inter-
national stature. . MR JOHNSON

These travellers also note,
however, that despite the the money, care and genius [
vigorous growth which is|lavished on them which" is
taking place, . there is . still mecessary to . produce g
too much uncontrolled clut-|monument of our. time, like
ter Iy street corner.|the Seagram Building in
[~ The laudable & empt of [New York, : o
a private group to organisel] There has been a major
one of the most important preak from the - glass. cur-
lareas of this clutter into an ain- wall—a ' building_solt-
‘|imaginative scheme at Cir-|tion which created problems
cular Quay has resulted inlfof climate .COIHI‘OI, difficult
a dull compromise with aland expensive to .overcome,
llscheme  prepared by. the]and aesthetic problems of

City Council. This “surelyflat monoiony, -demanding
will prove acceptable to noffor iheir solution impec-

o _{cable proportions and such
‘ The quali e in-|matural |gifts ag the reflec..
dividual ’bqi]dings which/|tions Df water and lights.
have contributed to  the] Now solid materials have
-— |change which is taking place reappeared in the form of
,Jcan’ be hbest described as|the tra tional Sydney sand-
competent and anonymous. stone, granite, marble- and,
As a group they are cer-(jn ever-increasing quantities,
tainly no worse than similar precast  concrete with .ex.
cross-sections in many other posed aggregate, acid etched
! part of the world. None are|or tooled faces. -
! inspired and none have had There has been increased

. ; Juse of sculpture in city
— - buildingT. It is unfortunate

— +|that in |the new Common-
| - wealth Offices the Minister

The State Oﬁ‘ic Block, which will be 425§t high, under comr'truc-

PN 77s o . bv the
= i ; tion in Phillip Street. It is seen here framed by
:|denied t
woulld hage géin c(:;ye o‘%'t}?st Commonwealth Offices and Qantas House. thy
|most interesting works of : P P ini It in th cted have been tawdry|..
i ; i i ear exhibit a similar at-| The new dining hall in thelere ‘ m
%4';(;2}5:2511”1}: ' relation - to g%sd}; a_r-e concern for their|extensions to Basser Collegeland restiess and display the

i i i i i i hundance.
sites, emphasis on function|at the University of N.S.W.{ourrent fads in a

and thep use of honest, uses bold forms .in in-situ There are hpnoural)le exceﬁ)- b
ometimes rough materials. |concrete” and bold slabs of|tions amongst th:m. “The
Work being designed by|chinker bricks to create alcommanding buildng over-

Welcome Signs

. Welcome signs of anien-
lightened approach by the]

j hal] of monumental propor-|lookinig ° Double
' [Housing Commission during hrechitg.tsysv. thengv:s{[nilggt tions. The residential col-{known as Blbarmg:r.
; Pty - con-  residen l-{known ! :
he year suggest that in 12 istent in the State, if not|/c8es. of which it is a par Routine ndustrial

qllg)lntllts' pme 11-: n‘;ag l_ate pos- in Australia, The award of|SChoO this quality on the ex- building has procecded dur-
ible to !report definite ad- : .

. terior but regrettably, and|;p. po year with emphasis

i e 2 fleld where it zt:tl;ﬁi l%ﬁIéBSﬁingcngiﬂal\rddedg perhaps for reasons of econ- ong economy ‘and uefulness.
¥ﬁll be | most appreciated. the Government Architect|OMYs resort. mtemaély s to It is hard to _class the Smith
 oiussion is develop- and T. E. O’'Mahony in col.|ti8ht planning an T8¢ Kline and French |pharma-

| ing row housing and court- . . areas of white paint. ceutical building at |French’s

‘ : laboration, for the Fisher _building at| ;

‘ %arq houses, some designed Library at the University of Stands Out Forest in this categf;)ry since
Y its own aFCh]l]teCts’ st;nl:e Sydney recognised a build-| 222280 Y0 its stylish ‘opulence. seems
by private architects like|® {

- >y
Clarke Gazzard and Yeo-{ing Which is dignified and at| Of the new shopping F? g@‘;’a"d 3 catesory of
mans, the winners of thejfest with its illustrious|centres and malls  which|its -
19 ’Wilkinson Award - - Jneighbour, the nineteenth- have appeared in the_ past] In all it has been a rather {ay
—on century Gothic front of the|12 months, -the “Warringah| restless year, .with evidence ¢z
The — T963— NS0Ty, niversity, .~ .« - Mall at Brookvale stands|of -new thinking, which isfec
‘ Award went to a house de- At the University of Syd-|out. A compliment to _its just reaching finished build- til
§l£§pedwaby K“e,:n ?Ogyfg:j ney new buildings for the|Success as environment hasiing stage, with evnler:ice of|m
aw;srd tosia ahouse'wheigh ex- Facul’éydof Elll]gineetrintg l;al;lte g;ﬂ:‘e eiege?;ti%ttlgl}ngalggnox ggg;lig‘:]edaggerffyth 1’3 rom?:e at
b ; provided an honest straight-|by | b - nereas ic .
currendy Veing_Seveloped| orward. " Solvtion ° whi|of working hours. ; Sation and Sy mremas aPre:
by Sydney architects work-|should stand the test of time| Fewer home units .halx;e cla lity and character  of
ing in e dometc e, Itin e 0 tbe tet of tmelbsen completed during nelqualty and characrs”of
intli esthetic|yea al
g;s‘%ﬁ;sﬁiglniltgsstkt)ghtge‘&o(;gf }?iclger;(.iom om e ztructio'n. Most of those ronment around ‘us.
|ed site. It uses simple, solid - o - = —— a
and  essentially friendly S
materials: — clinker brick,
i |bare timber and terra-cotta
tiles and it is planned for
i |informal living, .
Many of the best indi-
= lvidual houses built during




