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of ,rl‘,IIEREI is a g’rowin‘g«‘awarclle's"sgt“ha‘_t all is not well with the deve.| Planning, Univer sity of Sydney -y
o = lopment of Sydney and s surroundings, a. conviction that ———— T T
;|things might he done better thau they are - i e

dibeing done and that we should know better
d|than we do know where we are going, -

al- It always used to be drgued that radical
dicity. Vimprqveme‘n»ts were. impossible 'because . S
s |of the costs involved, but today the whole city
wolis  being r‘ebuilt’\ before - our - eyes. What - -
yjwonderful results we could"achievg_ if all this =
dlexpenditure’ of money and effort, ‘all this; .~
n|rebuilding, was. to some agreed purpose ‘and’
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s . Sydney Cove: There is'still a chance of improvement, . «);‘::('1‘ R
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P ‘ -+, the next—and: the next; and the &

. Dext; until you have. a; wall of \ 3

" them between the ity and; the

Harbour?: " At leasg ; wé - should:
have an aim, a schenmid,” at least

: we should do bettelr a

; Instead we see the obscefie -~ T o
smear of haphazard suburbani- A R S
sation spreading - like a stain "
over new areas of bushland and =
market gardens - while, - in" the=<
Centre, every historic landmark
s a likely site for another tower
of steel and concrete to. con-
gest beyond endurance the sur- -
rounding narrow streets, and o
dehumanise the city still. fur-: . -
ther. Even: the remaining trees - °.
are doubly threatened; not only: -~
by.the developers, but often by,
our civic guardians themselves;* - 7/ .. S
and amidst the riot of develop- . . ¥
ment one wonders to whose ad- .+

vantage ‘it all ig. except the

-

* to chancel : RN :
- Full~ employmient, ¢ uhjversal -
education "and ' shortet “Wworking
hours—all': thesg . atid 3 similaz.
trends are . allowing.: péople . a . |
| - freer choice of wherg theyswill - |
+ work and -live and shops and .
" spend  their moneyi »* Iy othef -
». words ' the” atiractive - placés;: the'
" convenient - shops, "' the - clean
.- factorieg are thé ones that attract.
o L B AR S SRR SRS N S 'ltjhesdwbgkers, I:he,,cust%mrﬁ" the™,
N B P AL ST ek s T T holidayt makers, - the, ] § .
Sydneyl Cove tomorrow,?§ Outside, looking in—but how about inside looking out? . bﬁsm@?s., The loss in th‘erclggt?gw

1ave’ it .
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. . . HAINgS, s toa 1ol . ; S L o : . ) .. of Sydney, because of the con:’
‘de“lers' n {and and‘.vbuﬂd’l.‘ngs play lthe Blgs:;é part 11(11 mOVlﬁngace to make a proper, forécourt: the - Dperd. Hotise = sife’ round fusion there, is. asgyef jonly a
. “You can't stop progress,” we P;OP ¢ an ! B,t § 1n.and aroundiy,. the buildings beyond and to Circular Quay, to the Rocks-and relative. loss to thé mbr attfac- .
are told, but it might be worth- the centra Cly ared, oot tprovxde‘even more profitable sites the - Harbour: Bridge- is in "a tive suburbs, but it is enough to "
while considering where progress .. The heart of the matter there-for really worthwhile buildings on turmeil of new development. This make any half-smarg hugi essman -,
lies. Is the city. becoming more fore is the, need for co-ordination the corpers of Martin Place and is Sy?ney’s‘ front door and the realise - thit - eﬂ#cl%rys “and
aftractive to -live in, pleasanter and cg-operation between a num- Macquarie Street—which. should birthplace of "Australia. But does customer ~appeal are” Just ' as A
to move. about' in, more efficient ber: of quite different: authorities' of course’ be designed in ; : i 4 ¥
to work in, quicker to travel to? and; interests, -That ig the case junction, . ¢ . ¢ f Y

e e e e e A LU 2D e CL Y Y

cone an‘y%n‘e real;’y kr;owl\ghat_ is go]ing important in’; ',thi ase; of ;‘!;,)is‘,,
. ) a: b : ‘ = .on down there?: ou “allow businéss. are as t ef ar‘egﬁbr‘t }
3|1 not, where is the progress? It with almost every town planning ™ The .whole of the area from ‘one skyscraper how dg you stop product he sells, =5 & T
1} We don’t let the big businesses: do problem, and that is what makeg; =~ T %258 A€ i ad ek SO YO STOP. PIOCuCt De sells, e
sjexactly as they want they will all them so intractable, ‘ T et SN =
1
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g0 to Melbourne, people fear— . We all feel the charm of thg,J
while' in" Melbourne the same subtle thing we call “character” in}.
companies aré all threatening to our cities; but tharacter is some-
|move to Sydney! Similar controls thing . that - the “ steamroller - of
.|in both ¢apitals would solve that modern production methods andf

particular problem.. - " ypiversal communications s’
: ‘ V 2 Oblitﬁrati?g inT 1<(>rxe tcmé aflt'et
‘olli another from Tokyo to Berlin.
POHIeS Repeated * Sydney still retains a géod many
igp TO be sensible of course we of those special features that Jet
rg{must admit that all th{s activity you know. that you:'are not in
it|is a sign of youthful health and Melbourne or anywhere else—
vigour which few would wish to . Surely »xéetshould ha;lv:tlecix;i%
e ' y now that we can ect | |
e}f(cf e;lqgte for the peacetf.utl’ul:;e:zttg to get good results by leaving}:
he istoric monument; bu things to chdnce and hoping that
all our modern technical skill and- the individual efforts of numerous |
.|social awareness we should be developers_on a multiplicity of
ashamed of ourselves'if we coy!d SQ‘I{SD:PQ%WS of liﬂd WIleadfd
: i up city we can be proud of.
o no better than repeat, at (18 B he brst wil e oo s h
late date, the inhuman follies'© 1 8
property owner, ‘wishing td re
a 19th centyry Manchester of develop his narrow city site,
({Pittsburgh, oo 0, hermed in by other developers
One difficulty is that the voit®$ whose intentions he canpot
.|of advice often take the form Of now, has no alternative but to
special pleas on behalf of soﬁze build to the maximum permitted
.single desirable objective 1X& 1imit and hope for the best.
better highwaxys or bgtte{r h(;uli:oﬂpgé .
‘and there is always the fond .
[of some single simple way to put Unlﬁed S'cl}eme.
“leverything right. But, asin most The first essential is a unified
big prob%ems, there are many scheme of development; the City
things that must be done,toge&er il ig still struggling to pro-
: f Council ig st g
over a period of time before we Juce one for the whole central
can hoge for improvement agd, duce © o Tooks s if it may be
‘{to do, them, belp is needed from city, byt it looks. tine, given
a varigty, of people—elected e. tqo latg, In the meantinge, given s
presen"fanves, public officiats aiyg the. appropriate organisation—a
private individuals, Thatis a big . £hi."nd private enterprise part-
h ‘p?rt of the dnﬂzcuétwaogosrggcig‘zsf x{ership——and a more dynamic,
a-|planning must be a : > tion  of
1y\operat1'on, " more positive concep

T A

s o4

w

.. ' “town planning,* not merely a?
| Ty ' a police. weapon to confro
e I'rdfﬁc Prol)l.(?nll . undesirable developments but as
1d| The traffic problem i3 an' ex+ ,'c oo ive {echnique for improved
n ample of this need for a many: yrhan building, there are a dozen
of Isided atfack and there is general key locations in Sydney where it

dlagreement among those who have would still be possible to achieve

103 : it ¢ the kind of developments to bring
f given sufficient thought to the oth pride and profit. T

“ b
matter as to the methods néeded The Queen Victoria Markets

for dealing with it, Some of the building is nearing the end of its
more important of these are! | economic life and rebuilding will
(1) Limitation of building b * surely happen soon. Let us plan ‘
and floor space in relation to & now to make the open forecourt
traffic and parking possibilitic b‘l«‘whxch the Town Hall has lon
oL 8nc PArng * “needed for its proper dignity and|0Q
the surrounding areas. -+ to provide at the same time a city
(2) Reduction of the long-dis- square to set off the fine new
tance journey to work by breaks [l iorey hotel or office build-
n,ing down big concentrations ' of ;1o Ghich could occupy half the
1e cmployment near the centre and oo ng space of the present
1t |thus reducing rush-hour traffic— Markets.
¢ |that is to say local decentralisa« ° Things are already happening
3, tion of factories and offices. at the back of the Registrar-
1|, 3) Creation of “traffic pre- Goperay's Department where a
cincts” by improving existing road big new building is appearing.
d patterns ‘in built-up areas, elimi- The whole of this parliamentary
a ‘nating through traffic from service , legal precinct, so spleadidly
e
e
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se'roads and standing vehicles from Liocod between the Domain and
e {through roads. ' artin Place needs treating as a
¢ (4) Provision of sufficient parke ypit  for redevelopment—from |fe
ing space, by private developers the Mitchell Library to  St.|cs
and in public car parks, to take Mary's Cathedral. The hospital | C
standing cars off the through they say is to go: whatever the|p
roads. o plags are w::hshould seoeoéhir;'loix;g g
roved frequency, com- make sure they are | er t

Sft) Ell;g speed inq ublic trans- for this fine site before it is too|m
. services of al kinds, for late. There is still the possibility |ra

- fransport must inevitably of widening the topt of Martin th
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