EDITORIAL—

Growing
pains

THE power of yea or nay over the

new multi-million pound rebuild-
ing plan for Circular Quay is, it
seems, to lie with one man.

_ This. scheme, coupled with the sister
Australia Square scheme, will change the
face of what has always been the sentimental
and historical heart of Sydney, and which is
fast becoming its modern commercial heart.

The man who has assumed final power
.over the scheme, even though he has not yet
reaped the glory, is the Minister for Local
Government, Mr P. D. Hills. |

Rich and powerful firms and organisa- |

- tions are behind the plan.
B Impressive pictures of a model of the
plan, published today, show that most of the
buildings have been-kept low, thus allowing
~“the city to breathe in the humid summer.

. But what many citizens will ponder is
-that when the plan was placed before the
City Council yesterday it was accompanied
by a minute from Mr Hills stating that the
. whole of the Circular Quay area.had been
, suspended from the Cumberland planning
g scheme. ' ‘ i '
’ - 'This area is very large and fantastically
B valuable.” Roughly it is bounded by Mac-

- _quarie, Bridge and George Strécts, and
Circular Quay. _
An order

. ~Mr Hills also ordered the council to
refer to him any application to build in the
-area which- may be made in the meantime.

The minute and the order make pretty

clear who is boss. This may be a good thing.

. It may prevent the kind of shuffling
and hesitancy on the part of the City Council
and Height of Buildings Committee that has

- gone on for months over the Australia Square

skyscraper. - .

But who is going to advise Mr Hills,
and are the advisers going to be ‘permanent,
or are they going to be changed by mere
ministerial decision? . S '
: Our ablest engineers, architects and
town-planners are needed for the scheme,
and their opinions should not be over-ridden
. or .disregarded without  explanation, even
by a Minister. - . o

. Another question that arises is. what
happens if Mr Hills changes his portfolio.

The new incumbent would presummbly
have Mr Hills’ power, but might not have his
taste and perception. '

As the scheme is going to take years,
we might, unless we are careful, end up
with- a terrible botch ‘compounded of the
whims and fancies of successive all-power-
ful Ministers -and their favourite architects
and town-planners of the momént,
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Gei more fun
 out of life

'PARTIES GOOD TIMES, POPULARITY.

Discover now how you can got so much
more fun out of life through dancing.
I's so quick and easy learning at Arthur
Murray’s. You'll -love the - gay Student
Parties. You'll meet few friends, gain
new poisg and confidence.

Come in teday! Airconditionsd studios
open 10 4. to 10 pm.

ARTHUR M‘lRRAV
350 GEORGE STREET, SYONEY. B4

American Dancing Sckools Piy. Ltd., Licensee .
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