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MANAGING DIRECTOR

The Town Clerk
The Council of the City oi Sydm,y
Box 1581 GPO

SYDNEY NSW - 2001.

Dear Sir

I refer io your letters (both with reference 682/72 DTCC:BM)
of 19 June. ; e

i . : : :
i ; :

One cof the lefters was addressed to me. as Managinff Director

¥ the Commonwealth Banking Corporation and ihe other, as
Managing Director of the Commonwealth Savings Bank of Australia.
Ag indicated hereunder, and as you know, we have two buildings
fronting Martin Place .~  correspondence roMtibv to either building
may be addreassed to me as Managing Director of the Commonweslth
Bankirg Corporaticr, as the Corporation Board is respons mle for
all the operaiions of the Commonwealth Banks, including t

Cox th Savings Baonk,

YOL‘ letters ander reply request the Bank to withdraw the objection
i1¢ ‘or J.andg concerning the proposed closure

i the two letters are differently phrased,
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assurence is applicable 1o
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Before I take the matter back to my Board however, it seems to me
important to bring out the point that there is much more involved

so far as we are ccncerned than three parking spaces for Commonwealth
cars and in the circumstances it would probably be useful for me to

set out, for the information of Council, extracts from the letier addressed
to the Department of Lands on 21 December 1872. The extracts follow

" Closure would have a very serious affect on vehicular access

to the Head Office building of the Commonwealth Banking
Corporation, on the corner of Martin Place, Pitt & Rowe Streets.
It would also have an adverse effect on access to the Commonwealth
Savings Bank building, on the corner of Martin Place, Castlereagh
and Elizabeth Streets, in respect of which a separate objection is
being lodged. A

The reasons for the Corporation 1oug1ng the objection are
amplified below.

’} ' The Corporation's Head Office building has entrances from k'
Martin Place,. Pitt Street and Rowe Stree}. At present, vehicular

access is available to each of these entrances but, of course, the
‘value varies according to parking restrictions and other lJimitations.
Indeed, the principal Martin Place entrance is by far the most

important.

With the heavy traffic flow along Pitt Street (especially since the
creation of Martin Plaza) and the limited parking facilities, Pitt_
Street does not provide a satisfactory access for delivery of goods
{0 this building. In addition, there are no _stairs at the Pitt Street
entrapce and the 1ifts at this point do not descend below ground
level to_the basement and sub-basement service areas.

The building ie therefore serviced by way of Martin Place and
Roewe Street entrances. Lifts at the Martin Place entrance provide
access to all floors including the basement and sub-basement. At
the Towe Sireet entrance a goods lift serves all floors and a
vehicular lift provides access to the service areas in the basement
and sub-basement. Becsuse of the large number of daily deliveries
to the building, and for other reagong mentioned helow, the Rowe
ESToxA

accezs alope could acmmuwiﬁﬂm peet the Corporation's

Deliveries and collections from the building are numercus and
include - '




&
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e . movement of cash and other negotiable items by
‘ armoured van or other Vehlcleo:

. twice daily van dphvemﬁs of c‘omputer
print-out material by some 20 vans to roximately
300 branches (most of the vans arrive between 5.30 a m
and 7 a mz and agam between 5. GD pm zmd 6 p m) '

, . _.stationery, office reqmel’ms and cheque books
TR S furmmre and offlce machmery,
machine service calls;

., building maintenance calls; and
. . supplies of foodstuffs.
As well as being important in terms of operational effectiveness,
the Martin Place enirance is also essgential for security reasons.

T Because of the risks involved in having vehicles immobilised in
Rowe Street for extended periods, extensive use is made of the . )
Martin Place entrance, by customers and the Bank alike, for e
movement of substantial amounts of cash and negotiable items.

If Mayne Nickless cash escort vans and other cash-carrying
vehicles were tc be forced by the extension of Martin Plaza to
park in Pitt Street or Castlereagh Street (if permitted) the safety
of escorting personnel and risk of armed hold-ups would be greatl
increased. Similar risks would apply to both personnel and cagh
transported to and from the Commonwealth Savings Bank building
on the corner of Martin Place and Castlereagh Street,

In the event of an cmergency such as a sericus fire, it would be
TR R
Led th&‘z fire engines, ambulances, etc. would need to uce the

E . expect
: wl\&ar in Place entrance of buildings facing Martin Place to facilitate

jcontroel and evacuation procedures. This is particu 13,;&713? 8o
espect of the Corporation’'s Head Office building for the following

<

continued vehicular access in Martin Place and the severe

limitetions inherent in the Pitt Street enirance playved a ve

important part in the planning ’a?’“f% functicnal layout of a

‘huif{.diz&g ex L/ued by the Corporaticn, as recently as gix years
et

Noen _g,-’i't" Street and Castlereagh Street, with enirance
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(c¢) The "Minerva' thermal alarm controls are located at the
Martin Place entrance.

(d) There are fire hose booster connections in the immediate
| vicinity of the Martin Place entrance.

(e) The width of Martin Place itself would allow greater
- flexibility in terms of fire control, evacuation and safety

measures g@nera};ly. !Q ‘ ﬂ t ’ ,

It is difficult to imagine how satisfactory vehicular access for
fire engines, ambuleﬁces,etc. could be provided in an emergency.
In this regard it seems important to add that several thousand
people work in the two (Commonwealth Bank) buildings facing
Martin Place, -

From the foregoing it will be evident that continued vehicular accegg
to_the Martin Place epirance of the Corporation's Head Office building
iz of utmost importance in terms of personal safety, security and
operational effectiveness. A somewhat similar situation applies in
respect of the bank's building on the corner of Martin Place and
_Castlereagh Street.

L A )

As regards vehicular traffic in the general area, the importance of
Martin Place as an exit for traffic should not be overlooked. Not
-only does Martin Place serve as the immediate outlet for Pitt Sireet
traffic (Hunter Street to Martin Place) but, perhaps more importantly,
it will be the immediate outlet for traffic entering Castlercagh Street
from the Australia Hotel/Theatre Royal redevelopment. Similar
considerations apply in respect of Elizabeth and Phillip Streets (both
sides in each case).

: Also we direct attention to the fact that rooms for the Prime Minister,
1 for senior Federal Ministers, for the Leader of the Federal Opposition
: and for Members of the Federal Parliament, as well as a Cabinet room,
F were specially included in the Corporation's (new) Meartin Place building
- erected sbout six years ago. There is no access from the Pitt Sireet
weo entrance of the building to Cabinet and Ministers® rooms cther than by
circuitous routes.

The building in question was designed in the (normal) expectation of
11

continued vehicular access to Mariin Place.




Comment

I set out the foregoing extracts, agsinst the possibility, however remote,
that Council may not have fully understood what could be involved for us
if Martin Place is closed and, on the subject generally, I take the liberty
of suggesting that it might be difficult for Council to live up to iis
assurance that a through route to give direct vehicular access to our
principal Martin Place entrance will always be available. Undoubtedly,
pressures of one kind or another will be generated if the proposal
‘proceeds.

As noted earlier, it seems appropriate for me, bhefore putting to my
Board the request contained in your letters of 19 June, to have your
assurance that Council has taken full account of what is said in the
‘extracts quoted apove and further, that Council would intend to do all

in {ts power to ensure ibe.cantingance of the through route to give direct

vehicular accegs, “at all hours and on a permanent basis,:to our principal

Martin Place entrance. Moreover, while I note tbe reference to ' three
parking spaces in the plaza for Commonwealth Cars'', it is clear that
some arrangement will be necesgsarv for cash delivery, etc.

As relevant to the problems that could face us in the future unless special
arrangements are made, I add I have heard suggestions that in the longer
term Pitt Street too is 1o bhe converted to a pedesirian mall or plaza.

It scarcely needsto be said that closure of both Martin Place and Pitt
Street would have the greatest significance for us, situated as we are
lwith our principzal entrences to both sireets.

5 faithiully

BB Callaghan




