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Attention ‘Mru D. Gazzard

Dear Sir,

Pedestrian Mall in Martin Place

Martin Place, the main ceremonial street in Sydney, is of considerable importance
to the life of the city. The idea of creating a pedestrian mall at its lower end has
considerable appeal in that the Cenotaph could be given a much more favourable
environment than it presently enjoys. Furthermore there are few enough spaces
which are not given over to the motor vehicle in the heart of Sydney and the addition
of a pedestrian mall in such a central location is worthy of the most serious con-
sideration.

We have therefore examined the proposal from the point of view of motor vehicle
traffic. There are two types of traffic which must be considered.  Firstly, there

is traffic which has business in the area either at the G.P. O. or at the other buildings
in the block and secondly, there is the traffic passing through the area using Martin
Place as part of the general circulation system.

A limited series of traffic counts were conducted to determine the amount of traffic
entering and leaving Martin Place in the block between Pitt Street and George Street.
The hour between 4.30 and 5.30 p.m. appears from our limited observations to be
the busiest on a typical weekday. .= During this hour a total of 810 vehicles used
Martin Place, 580 in the westerly direction and 230 in the easterly. The number

of vehicles which actually stopped for drivers to carry out business in the area was
hardly significant. k
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Closing Martin Place will mean that traffic must be diverted to other routes. There
are few parallel routes in the immediate vicinity. King Street to the south at present
functions as a one-way street for east-bound traffic. Hunter Street to the north
operates for two-way traffic. Thus traffic travelling west along Martin Place must

be diverted to either Market Street or Hunter Street. Eastbound traffic can use Hunter
Street or King Street. The volume of traffic thus diverted would not appear to give
rise to serious problems in any of these parallel streets. Indeed it could be argued
that the improvement .to'traffic flow in Pitt Street and George Street would be of greater
benefit to the overall traffic flow in the area than the inconvenience caused by closing
Martin Place.

There are several activities carried on in Martin Place which themselves give rise

to traffic generation. - The most important of these are the P. M. G. mailing boxes and
the tourist buses. The mailing boxes themselves would either need to be moved or

a parking area for say a dozen cars would need to be provided with a five minute time
limit imposed. The latter measure would allow drivers to park, walk to the mailing
boxes and return. The optimum solution may be a combination of both.

The tourist buses on the other hand offer a service which requires access for buses
only a few times each day. Probably the design of the pedestrian area could accommo-
date the tourist buses, without loss of amenity.

Finally there is one bus route which passes along Martin Place. This is the route
between Kings Cross and Wynyard. Rerouting of the bus could undoubtedly be under-
taken. The changes to the route would, however, be quite major in view of the fact
that Pitt Street is one-way north-bound. To continue running buses past Wynyard
Station it may be necessary to leave Martin Place at Castlereagh Street travel north
to Hunter Street thence to George Street and Wynyard. From Wynyard the route
would then follow George Street to King Street.

We consider, that from the standpoint of motor vehicle traffic, closing of Martin
Place between Pitt Street and George Street can be accommodated. We further con-
sider that the provision of pedestrian areas such as this should be provided even at
the risk of some inconvenience to motor vehicles. We therefore wish you success in
your imaginative planning for the area.

Yours faithfully,
RANKINE & HILL

(lar e~

- A. Hayes

Encl.
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