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THE Blue Mountains,
our most historic area

of wilderness, is under

siege from Sydney.

Traffic bound for the city
sometimes blocks up the Great
Western Highway bumper-to-
bumper for the entire 70 kilo-
metres length of -its pain-
fully. winding progress through
the mountains. Since riearly 90

per-cent of the population live’

in ribbon  developments along
the road, one leviathan lorry
having trouble- making the
grades at 3 -o'clock in the
morning can wake up
practically -everyone in the
Blue Mountains.

Sydney commuters press for
living space — 75 per cent of
workers in the lower Blue
Mountains  commute outside
the area to work -— and city

"developers press for permission

to build flats to house them
in. Sub-dividers win planning
appeals  for - 5-acre  block
development, even in scenic
area$ like Mount Wilson just
last week, with monotonous
regularity.

. Day-trip tourists flock in,

scattering litter but very little

cash: 65 per cent of all visi-
tors drive up for the day and
spend less than $10 during
their visit. They -complain
about the roads but make vir-
tually no contribution to the
local economy which helps
maintain them — and deals
with the resultant litier and

“pollution problems.

Meanwhile young people
flock out to the big city on
the plains below, dissatisfied
with mountain employment
opportunity and life prospects.

Now the prospect Jooms of
an even worse threat: the
emergence of Bathurst-Orange
at the other end of the Great
Western Highway, as a regional
growth centre. The highway ‘is
the only conceivable road
route between the Sydney me-

-tropolis and the proposed new

regional centre. The likelihood
of @ major expansion of traf-
fic on it promises serious
disruption to the little moun-
tain towns, every one of which
straggles along its kerbs.

FACED WITH
FIVE PLANS

Faced with threats to the
mountains’ future on all sides,
the Blue Mountains City

_Council got itself a grant

from the Federal Department
of TUrban and Regional
Development and hired a con-
sultant to write a -plan . for
them.

. Last night the results were
teleased, and the Blue Moun-
tains found itself faced not so
much with a plan as a prob-
lem; . five - alternative plans,
with the choice between them
to0 made by the people of the
area and their council. -

In. previous "Australian town-.
the planners first' -

planning,  th
defined an optimum future for
the area under discussion and
then suggested strategies
designed to lead towards it.
But in the troubled future of
the Blue Mountains, the plan-
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ners found too many conflicts
to be resolved by a group of

outside experts sitting in a city

office.

“The coniflicts,” says Mikel
Bell of the Urban Systems
Corporation planning team,
“gre in really vital areas.

They .are over things like the-.

desire to conserve the natural

environment as against  the.

great advantages. that could

be obtained by boosting popu- -
‘lation' and bringing in some

industry to increase employ-
ment opportunities.

“They involve fundamental
choices about ‘what sort of
place the Blue Mountains is
going to be in the future. And
those major choices have to

be made by the community, as
a piece of participative.

“So we decided, rather than
lay down the obJectxves that
we would offer the Blue
Mountains the alternatives be-
fore them and spell out what
each option would require in
terms of action and invest-
ment, and what sort of future
it wou]d imply.

CONSERVATION
Vs URBANISATION

“Now the object must be to
involve the people of the area
on the basis. of this informa-
tion in the decision about the
path the area is to take.”

The optionis range from Al-
ternative One — basically a
“no-growth” policy with popu-
lation held to virtually its
present level — to the maxi-
misation of population - and
employment
Alternative Five. In bhetween
are gradations of emphasis

between the conservation and -

urbanisation strategies.

The problem is that none of .

the alternatives adds up to a

particularly. comfortable op-.

tion.
Alternative One would pro-

vide for a population capacity

of 47,000, compared to the
present population of around
40,000. It would forbid urban
development outside present
boundaries, prevent flat-build-

" ing, keep residential densities

low. There would be litile
spending on transport facili-
ties outside that required to
cope with through traffic and
for tourist access.

But in order fo protect the
natural environment and keep
down the population level
there would need to be a mas-
sive program. to buy back un-
developed private land, includ-
ing some blocks on, whicih
there is already planning per-
'mission for development. :

And the cost of that is esti-

~mated . .at $50 million the
.council doesn’t have,

On the
face of things at the moment,
DURD does not appear o
have the powers.{o make a
grant for this specific purpose.
Although other development
costs under - this alternative

would be. far: lower than in -

opportunity in-

- vices,

r

any of the others, unless Can-
berra can find a devious way
through the obstacles to pro-
vide the money, the. alterna-
tive would be impossible:
without = the re-acquisition
program, the population could
not be held down.

Allowing the population to
rise to 65,000, according to the
plan’s Alternative Two, would
mean - greater pressure on the
environment. It would also re-
quire considerable spending on
the railway line to Sydney,
more car .parking facilities at
stations, an increase in local
bus “services, two extra pri-
mary schools, four more
health centres - and a new
town centre at Springwood.

The last State Planning Au-
thority projection for the area
suggested that the population
could reach 85,000 by the end
of ‘the century, -half the magxi-
mum possible under the statu-
tory plan for the mountains. .
~But  according :to . the
strategic plan’s alternative
three, “the cost of a 112,000
population would be over-use
of recreational aveas, land
pressures, & busih fire danger
and pollution in many stream
systems.

It would also.require much

heavier spending on the rail-
way link, extra work on the-

Great Western Highway and
$25 million worth of . improve-

ments to public utility ser-

vices. Three new town centres
would need to be built, six
new smaller centres in the
upper mountains, plus eight
new State high schools, 16

primary schools, a technical

college and a rash of health
centres.

Alternative Jfour starts vo
permit flat building and en-

- visages a. considerable decline
in the a rea’s appeal to ‘tour--

ists.

A HOST
OF DECISIONS

By the time the strategic
plan gets to its final alterna-
tive, with a population capac-
ity of 275,000, it is seeing al-
most certain pollution of the
Hawkesbury River basin, ser-
ious damage to the environ-
ment, inevitable ribbon devel-
opment along the road systém
in the lower mountains and a
335 per cent increase in com-
muters to Sydney over Alfer-
native One.

There would need to be $100
mllhon spent on water and

sewerage works, 26 per cent of.

the population in medium
density housing including
flats, vastly increased spend-
ing on new schools, communi-

ty cenires. and a regional hos-

pital.
On the other hand there are

~some advantages to size, the

plan: points oub: better ser-
better transport and
more wealth in the communi-
ty. Though it seems unlikely
that many Blue Mountains
people will be atiracted by the

- _Alternative Five,

. regional centres do in fact

- sleepy, rural, village-style. Blue

Orange?

Sub

HORSE riders i in the Blue Mountains may be the last of a breed if a pro-
posed expansion occurs in the area.

picture ‘of hugely-boosted ur-
‘banisation the plan paints in
many may
see. some - benefit in the more
modest provision of- light local
industry ‘suggested in some of
the lower options.

With the publication of the
strategic plan, Blue Mountains
people find themselves faced
with a - host of decisions to
take. Some of them need to
be taken very- quickly, such .as.
decisions on ways of holding
up new 'sub- divisions which
would take residential
development beyond the
poundaries - the . community
may later want to set on ur-
banisation. ’ :

And at the end of it all
there “still lies the last dark
question. Many planners oub-
side the Government see little
hope of regional decentra-
lisation away from the coast
réally taking off in ‘Australia.

But assuming -that the
Government’s plans for

come to. fruition, how are the
. Mountains people going to cope

with the problems of being
the main road to Bathurst-
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but copies are avatlable from
the tribunal. .
‘Dr Calms is unique among

his fellows. )
R. C. WRIGHT
Hobvart, Tas
(The writer "iss Liberal
senator for Tasmania.)

‘Sickened’

RECENTLY, 1 was sickened to
see the brainwashing children
are continually subjected to by
afternoon . television viewing.

" In one certain cartoon rerun

of third or fourth vintage.the
two villains, named Boris and
Natasha, are repeatedly sent
on assignments of murder and
destruction: by their’ leader, -
who is, by the way a. “mad
dictator.”” )

- This is one -of many such
examples of .the American

propaganda  which is- a poor -

substitute for entertainment
anyway—which we unthink-
ingly allow our future citizens
to .be subjected to.- At my
school, and with a. neighboring

-primary school, I have a lot of

contact with the victims of

to know bettef, but théy often
make stupld remarks  about
the Russians - which' they:
obviously learned  from the’

“television.. Ho "wean ‘we -allow

this underhanded .prejudicing
of 0Ur vonne nennls narfiniy:

precise; data is the- fleld of fe~
tology. We now know every -
major development  stage of
the human foetus after fertili-.

sation, to within days.

We know 'when it can cry.
when it feels pain. In spite of -
. all this most of our commun-:

ity leaders are hesitant to up-
date the
human' life. -

I believe our . governments,

Federal and State, should give

the lead: the: Federal Govern-

ment in its proposed . bilk of -
rights and “the State governs-
ments with - their . outdated

laws relating to abortion. -

P. McCARTHY .
Penshurst, NSW -

Sculptors

WITH REFERENCE to your: = .
article. "Canberra - Rights
(14/6) we. congratulate The

" Australian - for
such a fine: selectlon: of Can-,

berra’s sculpture, and:we ar
delighted with the general un

‘derstanding - that .. sciipture:
.- makes such 2 valuable contr:
- bution to‘'the community:
-.this pollution and I have seen-, | S
. ‘how many children take it
‘seriously. - :
Most of them are old énough

Canberra, indeed 'is Set

> an  example to the “rest :of.

Australis in this regard. -

However, we- would like to- '

point out an oversight in. rot

naming any of the Australian’
sculptors whose work was pi¢- -
- tured. These Australian. ar- .
Tom Baass,.. Mdrget -

tists,

laws relating tp ‘

presenting <
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REMEMEER what they used to
tell us? It’s not if you win or
lose, but how-you play the game.

- Like “fair go” it was part of the

«creed. o

Now' it "has the hollow ring of an obi-
tuary to some once-great god. Tell it to
Chris Hesketh, captain -of the British
Rughy League team .who played against
Nsvlif Western:. Division. in Orange 'last
week. .., ’ : {

“It was. without  doubt the‘rougthest,f'
and dirtiest game I've ever played in,”

- . he said-efter the mateh. “Some of the
- opposing ' players

) -could .- only Dbe
described as. hatchet men and we were
the choppirlg blocks.”. -

The crowd jeered, pelted the players
and referce with beer.cans and cheered
as one British player had to leave the
field with a dislocated shoulder, The
referee was escorted off by a police

_guard.

Oh. .yes, .Britain. won, 25 to 10 —
R.LP. the great Australian sporting life.

It was by no medns the first, or even
the most vidlent, incident in contach
sport In Australia. Foothall and Soccer
have become vicious, dangerous games
— on-the field and in the stands, . .

Sport, says my concise OED; “amuse-
ment, diversion, fun. . . , pastime, game,
outdoor pastime” . .
. Hight per cent- of brain injuries are

caused - by sport, says the Australian

" Sports Medical FPoundation.

“Players are crippled” is-the sort of

Sport- the headlines talk about now. It

hes been the same in. almosh every

_ma,jor,ma!;ch over the past few months.

In-Perth thergé are incidents of spec-
tator violence; in Brisbane a, barrage of

heer cans. halts: play in: an All Blacks
Rugby match (they won 42-6); in Vie-

- torla, "at a VFL game at Essendon,

tléerg a?fri“mnre‘ Ioee;‘;.i cans and = brawl
ab.  half-time' “involving . players, spec-
tators, ‘qfﬁcia‘,ls%nd,yumpires (Richmond

*-beat Essendon).. . ]

" GLADIATORIAL

I NSW- players: punch and kick the

referee. Rugby Leggue players are in-

structed to 'play - “hard -and tough”;
there aré allegations of & planned at-

; ig game,

1y important - ‘that - every
quipped - mentally to. .cope
e e emiotions. ‘and | pressures that
e brought to- 'béar during the game,”

- he said; : .
o Acsuit of armor and chainmail would

be more to the palit, If it didu't sawe

“them from attacks on the field it might
_protect. them from the beer cans and
- blows of the crowd.

Sbectator- sport has become spectacle,




