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‘OUR NEW BOUTIQUE
OPENS SHORTLY
' AT 252 GEORGE STREET
NEAR AUSTRALIA SQUARE

MUNROSPUR

lots of cléssic;

' Below, camel

marches in
In best British
fashion. Brisk,
crisp coats that
meet winter on-
its own terms,
'w-ith warmth and

fashion sense.

colour blissfully
soft pure angora,
sizes 10-16, $7148..
Right, Scottish
tweed in autumnal
tones, 10-18, $132.

Alistair Knoyx, left, his son Hamish, centre, and

N

Eddie Gray, on the site of a SC-square mud
house being. built at Eltham.

Up Eltham (Vie) way the
name of Alistair KXnox is mud.

In fact to Alistair, the
natural hues of straw-
laced dirt are a thing of
beauty .and, he hopes, a
joy for ever.

Mr Knox is a leading
spitit in  the .movement
which has- made E-
tham’s 103-square miles
a unigue place to live,

The mud houses he

ton Pugh lives . in an

earth house.

Mr Knox bhegan
designing and  building
mud-brick houses com-
mercially in 1947 and
one of his early jobs was
a weekend cottage for
the late Dorian Le Gal-
lienne, the composer,
and Dick Downing (now
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The "great hall" of the 50-square mud-brick

house. The timber pillars are from an old ice-
cream factory.

directors  seek  peace
over adze-hewn boards
behind thick mud walls,
there is another group
of people who sce earth

" houses as simply a way

of life.

Mr Knox said: “I re-
joice to say there is a
new generation which is
becoming a new pioneer
group prepared to  dis-
" sociate from the gross
national product philoso-

18 to 20, on the site a
all amateurs; they mar
and laid the bricks a
did much of the woc
work. Two carpente
joined them only the
weeks ago.

Mr Knox said: “T
building hoys of Elthg
are in great demand.
has become their lif
stvle. We are producin
a generation who neg
never set foot in the
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in them are the play-
wright David Williamson
and artists Peter Glass
and John Serle.

Farth and
tranquiility

A stockbtoker retreats
each day from the mar-
ket place to a 50-square
carth house designed by
Mr Knox. A psvchiatrist
finds tranguillity on his
couch in a 30-square
version.

There is a growing
number of pecpic seek-
ing escape behind the
silent cool of the thick
mud  walls. Many are
building houses = them-
selves to. Mr .. Knox's
design.

" " "Others have’ designed

Jand -built their own —
including the artist Neil
" Donglas and the film di-

warked on it, including
Chifton Pugh, who made
and laid the mud bricks
for the hedrecom wing
back in 1954,

Professor Downing
has lived there since
1954. He married in
1065, His wife already
had six children and they
had to extend the house.

Today it is one of the -

higgest earth houses in
Victoria — a rambling
structure of galleries and
verandas which blends

. into the biishy hillside.

Professor Downing
said: “I am very enthu-
siasfic about mud-brick
houses — they are in a
natural material which
lends itself to a bush set-
ting, and gives eood in-
sulation. )

e @ size and. <hape”

of the bricks lmit the
architecture, preventing
a too-fussy design.

In the new 50-square
house Mr Knox is build-
ing, .the lofty ceiling of
the great central room is
supported by two 12in
‘by 12in wooden pillars
from the old Sennitts
ice-c’feam  factory  in
South Melbourne.

Over the fireplace is a
“huge. red - ironbark
beam* which was once
- part -of the old Union
Bridge across the Mur-
‘ray af, Albury.

The inside of the
outer “walls is rendered
with’miud and cowdung.
Interidr partitions are
solid vertical plariks.

Alistair. Knox is- not
an architect; but he is a
corporate member- of the
Austtalian  Institute . of
,Landwcgpev f\rchi’gects.

Sitting at an adze-hewn
refectory table made by
his son, in the wvast
central room of his nine-

roofs which curve gently

either risen or declined

depending on your point

in sympathy with the of view — earth has be-
slopes of Eltham: wood- come the medium of
work 15 stained to Managing directors.”

unobtrusive neutrality.

But while managing

building the 50-square
house his father
designed, had never put
uo a building.

He and the rest of the
young men, aged from

of timelessness. The amm
15 to make them seem as
though thev had never
beeun and  will  hever
end ... as though they
are part of our timeless
tandscape.”
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