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The trend to the City becoming
a spravvhng mass of skyscraper office
blocks is about to be reversed by the.
Sydney City Council.

A bold new plan to be implemented by the
council is -intended to-reshape the City’s environ-

ment,

It involves restricting the areas available for

new  office buildings,

improving  pedestrian

facilities, encouraging more people to live in the.
City, and -updating public transport.

Also, pressure will be placed on the State
Government to*give the council greater powers
to control the growth of the City.

A place of ‘beauty’ wanted

The. Lord Mayor. Alder-
man Shehadie. in a fore-
word to the review—Syd-
pey City 77 — said the
council wanted the City to
become a place of “beau-
tv, for leisure and living,

for creative and com-
mercial life.”
When the review is

adopted, Thigh-rise com-
mercial development will

be restricted to an area -

bounded by  Circular
‘Quay. Central Railway,
- Macquarie,r * Elizabeth,

Kent and George Streets.
This nearly halves the
amount of space in the
City zoned. “County
Centre”
development..

It: will - mean- Sussex

Street  becoming primarily -

a residential area, .and
College” Street and Went-
worth Avenue not allowed
to have any further tall of-
fice buildings.

. The other surroundmg
inner - areas will - be pre- -
residential’

served . for
developments, essential
serviees - and -parking sta-
tions.

Even in the commercial
core: residential buildings

— of a type similar to the"

Park Regis building in
Park Street will be
allowed to rise higher than
those containing solely of-
fice space.

The State Government
will be asked to reduce
City land tax. which
economically inhibits this
tvpe of development, to
ray the council revenue
from City' parking fines,
znd to pass on .to local
government a share of the

$1,000 million debt relief

eranted. by the Federal
Government at ‘the 1970
Premiers® Conference.

‘highways

for this form of - them in some sections so

;yard,’

The Federal and State
Governments will also be
asked to augment the local
government rating
systen1’s by preparing a
formula which will -give
local’ councils ashare of
direct taxation.
by the

Main

A reappraisal
Department  of

Roads of its planned City .

expressways is urged in
the review, prepared for
the council by Urban
Systems Corporation.

This includes reducing
the scale " of the ex-
pressways to four-lane
and diverting

they - follow the route of

- existing roads.

One proposal' -is to
divert. the Western Dis-

Alderman & hehadie"

tributor from its planned
route through Ultimo and

- Chippendale.

"Instead, - according to
the review, fewer houses
would be affected if the
distributor was built above
railway property.

The . alternative roéute
proposed- was above -the
Darling Harbour
across

s

Railway

goods

ydney’s growth
lan reversed

By Our Civic Reporter

Fewer offices, more

homes near City

The Minister for Planning and the Environ- -
ment, Sir John Fuller, will be asked to consider
draft legislation which will overcome technical
problems the council has in enforcing 1mportant
features of its strategic and- action plans

Details are contained in a $90,000 review
of the 1971 Sydney Strategic Plan which will go
before the council’s City Development Committee

today,
The rev1ew

which occupled two years,

spells out the council's objectives, policies and
action priorities for the next three years,

Square and over . the
Central Railway vards to
Redfern where it could

link up with the Southern
Freeway route.

The council will restrict
the number of private cars
entering. the City by build-
ing new parking stations

around its fringe, doubling

the capacity of the Kent
Street parking station. and
llmmng basement parking
space in new bulldmgs
Daytime kerb parking in
commercial areas
come under stricter con-
trols.

Pedestrians  will have
areater freedom’ in - the
City by the construction of
new parks, plazas,
and above
ground walkways.

Alderman Briger

At Kings Cross. Dai-
linghurst Road will be nar-
rowed to allow only one
lane for northbound traf-

fic, and Fitzroy Gardens
will be doubled in size by
blocking off the erfirance
to Elizabeth Bay Road.

State authorities will be .

urged to build a multi-pur-

. pose indoor stadium —

previously supported by
the -council . above

will

“malls’
and below-

Central Railway, modern-
ise Ceniral Station. and go
ahead with the 1972 pro-
posal for am Olympic
Games sporting complex
at Homebush Bay.

The council will broad-
en-and accelerate its pro-
gram . 10  beautify the
streets by planting tall
trees along Park and Wil-
liany Streets, Darlinghurst
Road, Liverpool and Oz-
ford Streets. Wentworth’
Avenue, Elizabeth and
Chalmers Streets, Broad-
way and Harris Street.

The chairman of the
council’'s City Develop-
ment Committee, Alder-
man -Andrew Brlger said
vesterday the review = of
the  Strafegic - Plan" would

-have far-reachlng effects.,

“We .(the council) are.

‘about to put the ship mto

reverse;,” he sald
“For many years,- thz

-developmient of the "City
Jhas been hieading in one

direction -— and this ‘has

- not been . the right du'ec-
tion.

“We have tried to alter
course, and with this re-
view will také a new direc-
tion for the benefit of all
who live or work in the
City. or just visit it.”
Alderman © Leo Port
who with Alderman Brlger
was deeply mvolved in
planning the' review, said
the scheme showed that
the 1971 Strategic Plan
was not a political stunt.

The council had found
planning was a rolling pro-
cess, and it had taken ac-
tion to meet changing
needs and objectives, he
said.

Redrawing the blueprint
for Australm’ Gateway,
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