Plea for old*] Rl
Supreme CouHs

The Royal Australian :

Planning Institute called

 yesterday for the reten-.

tion of the old Supreme
Court block on the cor-

ner of King and Ellzajj

beth Streets, City:

. A'Department of Justice
spokesman said that the
institute’s call was: “rather .

““latein the day™
: the “decision -to. demolish

the "block had been made‘

in-1962,

The - Supreme Court
building,” the Registrar's .
building and “the Banco
Court will be demolished

as - accommodation . be- -

comes available in the new.

- Commonwealth-State. law

“eourts which w1ll be com¢
pleted next year. .

An opéen concourse will

be bullt across King Street -

jecailse,

to lmk the new courts wrth :

the” St James' Church
island ‘block.

King~ Street will-. be
closed to traffic, which will
be rerouted into-a widen-
ed Elizabeth Street and
then into St James Road. '

! “The premdent of the in-
_stitute’s

‘Supreme Court, - built- in
1820727 dand des:gned by
-Francis .- Greenway, was
one of ‘the only two. colo-
nial ‘buildings in the City
swhich had been:used con-
tinually for - the1r ongmal
purpose.

The other
J ammes’s. Church

M;' Clarke: said the Reg-
1strars building - was - built
in 1859, and was a fine
example pf the Tudor
Gothic style.

NSW. - Division,
Mr G. Clarke, said the.

was St

The Supreme Court in Kings Street, showing the
1868 colonnade desngned by James Barnet. -

The Banco Court 'was

~built. in 1896 and the Vic-

torian 'richness and- work-
manship of ‘its. interiors
probably would never -be:
repeated.

“In ‘the decadeé since it
was_proposed that these
buﬂdmgs ‘be’ demolished,
many important ' historic
buildings in'the city have

disappeared,” - Mr Clarke
said.

“This - situation

to - has
reached a crisis point, and

the demohtlon of the: three
uildings is now impos-
sible to justify,” ’

He suggested -as an al-
ternative scheme -the clos-
ing of St Yames Road, and
the use of King Street as a
two-way route.

This would enable -the
Surpeme Court block. to be
retained, and would create
a larger area for use as a
pedestrian plaza, he said.
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The New South Wales Division of the Royal Australian Planning Institute
has published its case for the retention of the Supreme Court Complex of
buildings. ‘

The Institute's submission, which is in the form of an eight page report.
and plans, has been presented to members of the Federal & State Govermments,
the National Trust and associated professional bodies with a view to
reviging the 1%%2 decision of the Commonwealth/State Law Courts Building
Joint Committee to demolish the three important historic buildings within
the Complex, ‘

These are the original Greenway Supreme Court building,‘the Registrar's
building and the Banco Court.

The 1962 decision required the demolition of the buildings and the creation
of a civic square or plaza. Contained within the submission is a
comprehensivebcase for the retention of what are considered to be

three irreplaceable historic buildings which date back -to the establishment
of the Supreme Court in the 1820's and have been occupied continuously

by that Court for the whole of its history.

As well as outlining the hlstorlc aspect associated with the buildings

the Institute's proposals relate to their architectural and asthetic
importance. It is also considered that a highly effective group

of small open spaces could be created when the ugly additions are

removed and the site restored.

Following the Institute's submission it is hoped that the State

Government, in whom the buildings are vested will reverse its 1962

decision to demolish these three buildings which form an integral part

of Australia's legal and cultural heritage . The preservation and
planning of this area would create an historic legal precinct of which

both the legal profession and indeed, the people of Sydney, could be

justifiably proud. g



