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ABORIGINAL MEDICAL SERVICE

The Aboriginal Medical Service, established for nearly
two years is set up mainly to cope with medical and
social problems of the black oQBBﬁE@ These
inter-related problems inchude

— bad housing;

— lack of money;

— police harassment;

-~ general racism. ; .

The AMS. is autonomous, run by the black
community and employing both black and white
workers on salary and voluntary basis.

The A.M.S. programmes now embrace

— free food to impoverished black families;

— nutition advice;

. — assistance for special problems (unmarried mothers
etc.)

— clinic services at 171 Regent Street, Redfern.

The A.M.S. has presently inadequate premisesin a hostile
environment (South' Sydney Council). )
The W. D. Scott report refers to A.M.S. as a major

¢ and successful development in the black community.

For the A.M.S. to survive, and continue autonomous

it must _.aooio continuing help.
: ﬂogamcoa Day Tharunka 1973 wwmm w

IQZ:W d 9:5..2

FOUNDATION
. DAY
CHARITIES

MURAWINA

Murawina is found in a warehouse in Chippendale. It
was initiated and organised by blacks mainly to provide
a breakfast programme aimed at combatting the

malnutrition endemic among Sydney’s Aboriginal

children. This singular aim has diversified into a broad
platform of Black liberation — it houses the Black
Moratorium group, and the National Black Theatre; it
provides a remedial reading service; has initiated mﬂovm to

provide an alternative education programme toé that-

enforced by the State — a programme to reinforce black

- identity, rejoicing in the richness and us.obmzn of the

Aboriginal oEBHo . ; N

expressways E:cozsm 833:3:8.

AUSTRALIAN
QUADRIPLEGIC
ASSOCIATION

The Australian Quadriplegic Association (A.Q.A.)
was officially constituted on the 4th September 1967, at
Prince Henry Hospital Little Bay. The major objectives
of the A.Q.A. are to raise funds for the building of a
hostel (WHEELCHAIR VILLA) and a sheltered
workshop for those who are unable to return home or

_ find suitable accommodation.

Quadriplegia occurs as a result of injury to the spinal
cord at a high level, for example, the neck. As a resultof
this injury paralysis occurs in all four limbs, involving
loss of sensitivity to the skin of the body and limbs
below the level of ‘the cord injury, thus ooavmomm,un
skin care.

At this moment there are approximately 600 Spinal
Injury cases throughout the State. This number is
increasing dramatically each year (Prince Henry Hospital
Spinal Injuries Unit has treated approximately 76 new
cases in the past eighteen months). This is 2 constant

addition - to the ever . increasing problems of "~

accommodation and employment for Quadriplegics, .

INVOIVEME MIENT nracs

indeed make worse — the major problems

of the day — mass housing (i.e. house and

garden), preservation of a workable, sane
city, with a diversity of activities at the
centre, good residential areas in the inner
area, B& some reasonable proximity to
the countryside for leisure.

Those with money skim off the high
profits (units, office blocks, flashy cars,
air travel), whilst the masses suffer the
worst effects of urban blight. People with
TV sets and the latest model car on HP,
use bathrooms built in 1900 and
unchanged since . . . Low income families
spend fortunes on grog,  the pokies,
ice-cream trucks and cars, but will not

.even buy their children school
text-books, or pay for them to go on
educational excursions ... The right of

the owner to sell out at top profit to a
developer is put before the rights of those
who have to live with 90 development
... Andsoon.

The pity of all this' lost and wasted
potential is that the educational, financial
and political institutions — and attitudes
— of our society reinforce. it. Regional
segregation within the city means that
those in disadvantaged suburbs almost
never have a chance of seeing how the
better half live — and vice versa. And how
‘house and yard’ have the poor become?
We have old ladies in depressed suburbs,
who have never owned a car, or seen a
National Park, loudly crying out against
road closures or moves to let the street
trees ‘grow’ (i.e. instead of pruning them
ruthlessly like English garden play-things
-..). The poor will not be told that the
schools they send their children to are
sub-standard; it is seen as an ‘insult’. If
you suggest a little stir to bring attention
to the conditions of the local school, this
is shrunk from as ‘bringing politics into
it’. How many people in poor areas have
not even the faintest idea of how local
government operates, what their rights
are, what their local zoning is, what is
possible and what is inevitable? .

‘We are taught to consume blindly,

‘never «to-approoiate;:.to.-presetve,. The.

- activity -for these reasons. Expressways -

..

- area. Our group is nsing Bureau of Census

4

"Comty of ‘Comberland iss limited, finite -

.area. In 1788 it must, under aboriginal

management, have been a »roacmE%
delightful place.” Today, it is a
mind-boggling slum, but worse still, it. is
nedrly full up. The next generation

.Eavq cannot act as we do; letting the -
inner and middle core go waste through .

over-use, building anew on the fringes:
there will simply not be room. But what
intellectual” and attitudinal preparation

are we providing for the next generation

)

which must be conservationist, whether
in terms of fuel, land space or car usage?
None at all. We are like neolithic slash
and burn farmers: we do not know how
to replenish and preserve, so we go on to §
the untouched, where nature has ago
the work for us. ;

1 have taken part in anti-expressway

are the biggest ‘gutters’ of cities, as
American experience and 19th century
British railway experience has proved. A
practical alternative public transport
system for people, not cars, is a mooa
exercise in the planning and sanity that !
must characterise the next generation’s ;
approach to things. I helped to form a
local Resident Action Group to try and
get Council to realise the social
implications of the unplanned home-unit !
population increase it was thrusting upon |
the community, to the detriment of the ;
historic architectural character of the
area, and the welfare 0». its existing
residents. i
In one part of Summer Hill,
population has increased by 50% in ten
years, yet there is no open space, there
are no kindergardens, play centres, parks,
sports facilities, public toilets, libraries, or
community amenities genetally — apart §
from a private enterprise table-tennis
establishment that is rather pricey for the

and Statistics figures to present to-
Council some idea of what it has done
and is doing in this and other areas.
Ultimately we hope for an end to
indiscriminate home unit construction:
Summer Hill is a cheap area for housing;
the demand for wunits is no longer
pronounced. ’

1 have also felt it uaoomms to work -
through the Labour Party, and hence
have . been active on, an A.E.C.
Town-planning and  Social Welfare
sub-committee, and may one-day attempt -§

to -present-my- public-transport-ideas.(so.. K

far delivered to various sections of the

party and to’ other bodies in the form of .}
addresses, summaries, ‘pamphlets’ etc.) to
the State Council Comimittee on the
subject. L .

It probably all boils down to
community education. The elite is one
thing, but the masses who have swallowed
the line for so long are another.

John O. Ward |

’

HIGH RISE

Womowuo? by social mo_on.wmﬁw

what it is worth):

* a survey of 10,000 people in USSR
indicated that a high proportion of old
people settle willingly on the ground or

. first floor of high-rise buildings, but no

‘higher; that old people do not wish to be
settled in special buildings as they felt
this underlined the inferiority of
practically healthy people.

~ * a study of old people in highrise
buildings in USSR showed that a bigger
percentage of those on higher floors
suffered from heart disease than those on
ground floor level.

* 25% of people being Qomﬁoa in
psychiatric hospitals in Australia hae
symptoms associated with high rise living.

On the basis of contact with people
actually living in high rise and on the
‘basis of similar research, Kogarah Council
in Sydney and the Victorian Housing
Commission have banned high rise.

Mr Bourke, Secretary of the NSW
Housing Commission, on the other hand,
claims that all the talk about highrise
minw is “hogwash” and that there is an
increasing mgwsm for highrise flats.

“Chicago has made more ..333«5@.;% 253 any o%&i 33\ in QX

United States”—Mayor Richard U&é

Foundation Day Tharunka 1973 Page 11
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John Bourke describes himself as “one
of the little people..” The son of a train
driver, he has lived in Petersham all his
life. Even now, though Secretary to the
NSW Housing Commission, he doesn’t
mix much with executives. He  prefers
“beer to whiskey,” “pubs to clubs.”

His career in the public service began
in 1935 when he became a junior clerk in
the Local Government Department.
Quickly promoted he became Secretary
to the Relief Works Registration
Committee which organized relief work
for the unemployed. These days, when
there were 150,000 on the list and only
30 jobs, when he had to grab hold of the

- coat of a man who couldn’t get a job as

* he tried to jump out the window, when

another threw a chair across the room in
desperation, left an indelible impression
on Mr Bourke.

At the end of the depression, he joined
the AIF and then in 1945 went to the
newly formed NSW Housing Commission,
charged with
accommodation for low-income earners,
itself a victory for the social reformers of
the 1930s. :

At this time, a townplanning

_ department was beginning at Sydney
University. Bourke enrolled in the course.

Walter Bunning, Sydney architect and
town planner, was one of those who,
influenced the department. in its
foundation and practice. At that time,
Bunning lay in the tradition of those
town planners who, since the 1980s, had
bewailed the housing of the poor in
industrial cities. Near the beginning of a
1945 edition of his “Homes in the Sun”
we read: : o

“This- (an aerial' photograph of an
inner city area) happens to be Sydney . . .
It has narrow city streets, lanes and alleys
and mean pocket handerchief allotments
... The children play in the lanes and
alleys; they live .a-lane life and their

" provision of

parents sit on the doorsteps. The
authorities call it a ‘blighted area.’ We call
it the ‘slums.” > ;

The word ‘slum® has beert used by
town planners since the 1890s. With some
objective content, its moral connotations
and use amounted to the condemnation
of a whole life style, a whole area.
These social reformers were convinced
that part of the solution to the “housing
problem™ was to sweep away these
“hovels” in ‘slum clearance’ programs and
replace them with government housing
estates. K

In a paper given in 1947 Walter
Bunning made these comments:

‘Substandard  houses . have been
estimated at - 137,000 throughout
Australia, of which 82,000 must be
demolished and the remainder brought up
to standard . . . central governments, local
governments and private
should cooperate to see that people,
especially the low income group, are

_properly housed, because of the ability of
~-governments to build more cheaply by

erecting whole estates of houses, by
employing mass production methods, and
by building without profit. ... The
advantage of lower cost for equivalent
amenities and reduced land costs made

the construction of flats, sconomical to - ,

the point where they must be considered
on a large scale. They also satisfy ‘the
popular demand Tor proximity to work
places and shopping facilities. . . . the flat
is best suited to solving the slum
clearance problem in ateas where the
population is undesirably dense. Those

“who live in over-populated industrial

areas have strong relationships that they
are unwilling. to forego, even . for
improved housing . . . Thus if the existing
population is to be retained under
conditions that present standards
demand, the main population must be
housed vertically — instead of

enterprise -

~

,

horizontally.

Unfortunately in the post-war years,
lack of finance prevent the amenities and
the mixture of architectural styles
envisaged by Bunning, and he himself is

the architect responsible for some of the’
- high rise blocks dotting Redfern today.

These then were the professional (and

ideological) influences acting on the.

young Bourke. While passing his academic
exams, he found that his real interest lay
in “administration,” in “dealing with
people.” Some of the people he dealt
with in these years lived in the Housing
Commission’s emergency camps — dull,
cold, temporary buildings with few or no
{acilities.  Despite  the  unpleasant
conditions, Botrke looks wistfully back
at the tenants of those days as “good

people, cooperative and patient, grateful

to have a roof over their head.”

One of his regrets is that people today
ate not so easy as they were in the
post-war years. From Waterloo where
residents are opposing a slum reclamation
program, to Mt. Druitt when an action
group is demanding better facilities on
the . Commission estate, to Bonnyrigg
where a group complains of the harsh,
confusing treatment they are receiving at
the Thands. of " the Commission’s
bureaucrats, people are beginning to
speak out against the Commission’s
policies. Tomorrow there might be a
tenants’ grievance committee demanding
recognition from the Commission as there
is in Kensington, Victoria or even a
tenants’ union as they have in England.

When- the question of these action -
- groups is raised, Mr Bourke’s “sweet old

granddad” exterior disappears. In front of
him on his desk, he has a file on each

member of the.South Sydney Action

group — Dean Elan, a minister in
Waterloo, well, he giggles, he has a vested
interest in the area, hasn’t he? — Margaret

_Barry — she doesn’t know what she’s

talking about and her family’s company
owns property and wants to sell out at
the highest price. (Margaret’s house,
which is mortgaged and not for sale,
happened to be registered in a company
‘name set up by her family solely for that
purpose — a strong, passionate woman
and active community worker) — Martin
Mowbray doesn’t live in the area (Martin
i8 a social worker at S. Sydney
Community Aid). I cut him short at this
point as at a press conference the week
before I'd already. heard him at length
describing the action group variously as
“mischievous”,  ‘*‘property owners™,
“misguided academics . . .”

Mr Bourke has it in for .30 South

Sydney Action group. Since his revelation
" of . the Commission’s Waterloo plans
several weeks ago, the group has been its
main vocal critic. Thirty-two acres of
bull-dozed slum replaced by six (or four)
high rise towers and other medium rise
housing and services, adjoining two other
slum clearance programmes, one huge
government housing estate, is a welfare
state ideologue’s dream — a “real
community”, Jack Bourke calls it. He
claims that most of the residents in the
area are on his side and anyway ‘there is
no community there at the moment, is
there?. v ;
A survey of the Resident Action
Group showed that 80% of the residents
wanted to stay in their houses. Last week
I went t6 Waterloo and spoke to the first
people 1 came across — four women
chatting in the street in Flizabeth Street

(on the. 32 acres). ““Their parents sit on |

the doorsteps — Bunning.) They declared
. that they “resented” being forced out of
their homes. They know that their houses
are not the best in the world but point
out that the 4D freeze placed on the
area at the beginning of 1972 (no repairs
‘can be done without the Commission’s

- approval) makes it difficult for them to
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The philosophy behind the BLF. and the FEDFA is that the quality of fife of
~workers outside work hours is an important aspect of the union. Sydney and other

cities are being developed by overseas investors who are not interested in projects

providing hospitals, schools, child-care centres and community facilities that people
in Sydney need urgently. The State: Government has encouraged overseas
investment as evidence by elaborate overseas publicity for developers for The Rocks
and the builders labourers are providing people with a “breathing space™ against the .

destruction of Sydney by the developers.

The BLF in their battle for union hire and

permanency are also struggling for a say in what they shall build. -

While -+ residents  have fought.
expressways, - developers and public
housing authorities in USA and Europe,
only in Sydney have they had the
advantage of unions prepared to
withdraw labour from their opponents. If
it had not been for this action by the
Builders Labourers Federation (NSW
Branch) and the Federated Engine Drivers

Firemerfs Association (FEDFA), much of .

Sydney which now stands would have
been lost. In their actions, the unions
have responded to the call of residents
and more recently of students at

universities, and this is the basis on which
they justify their green bans.

In a sitvation where tenants and other
residents
powerless to prevent demolition, they
have provided a breathing space allowing
action groups time fo present their case
publicly, canvass other support and
develop new tactics. To some low income
tenants whose lives seemed to be totally

Jat the disposal of landlords, estate agents,

bureaucrats and Bosses, the green bans
have meant a boost of confidence
enabling them to begin acting on their

. Fown behalf for the first time. o
| . ~Whatihas.received.less.attention-in.the..§

daily press than the green bans, is the
insistence of the BLF that they want to.
participate in ‘an industry devoted to
building for social usefulness and need.
“Yes we want to build. However we
prefer to build wurgently required
hospitals, schools and other public

:utilities, high quality flats and houses

provided they are designed with adequate

‘concern for the environment, that to

build ugly unimaginative architectually
bankrupt blocks of concrete and glass

‘offices. Likewise we wish to build for |

those aged people who gave their working
lives to improve their own country only
to end up in some pent-up squalid room
in the city. Though we want all our
members employed, ‘we will not just
become robots directed by developers —
builders who value the dollar at the

expense of the environment. More and

more we are going to determine which

buildings we will build.” (Jack Mundey in -

SMH Jan. 1972) This'is one basis on
which the NSW Branch of the union is
putting ‘its case for permanency in the
industry. “The government must be
impressed by the way in which we have
repeatedly stated that permanency of
employment for builders labourers will
mean a need for Federal and State
governments, employers, architects and

building workers to come together to
“determine which buildings can be built

with the public interest in mind; in fact,
buildings which are socially beneficial to

(the community as a - whole.” (From

editorial of BLF official Journal,June
1973). In their green bans, the
democratisation of their  union,
supporting women in the industry and
their campaign for permanency, the BLF

have reminded us that unionism can be -

more than fighting for a few more dollars
and a few less working hours; that a few

"extra dollars in a city not worth living in

would have been almost |

£

[This photo was taken from the

. Official Journal of the NSW BLF. The
latest issue of the journal has been
-published in Greek and Italian, as well as
English.]

, The following is an approximate
chronological record of the green bans up
 until the end of July 1973. - o

1. Mid 1971, Kelly’s Bush — an area of
' natural bushland in Hunters Hill
threatened with extinction by A. V.
Jennings. ’
2.1971, the Rocks. Origina! ban at the
 request of "residents for proper
housing, changed in 1972 when there

the Royal Australian = Planning
Institute’s report questioning the
SCRA’s scheme. Subsequently the

the Rocks area. :

3. Eastlakes, ban imposed when Parkes
Development duped unit dwellers
into believing that nearby open land
was to remain park, only to find that
the land was privately owned by
Parkes. The area remains parkland.

4. Congregational Church — first of the
bans imposed 'on buildings considered
by the National Trust to be worthy of
preservation  for  historical or
architectural reasons. o

5. Theatre Royal — Demolition of
Theatre Royal stopped until Lend

theatre. )
6. Opera House Car Park — Car Park to
be built by AMP Society would have

destroyed fig trees in Botanic
Gardens. . ;
7. Moore Park, Centennial Park.
8.ANZ Bank, - Martin

Plaza -
preservation ban. :
9. National Mutual Building, Martin
"Plaza, preservationban. v
.Coloftial =~ “'Matual ' *  Billding,
presetvation ban.  ° T the
11. Lyndhurst — Glebe, preservation ban.
12. Mascot High Rise, ban on single
dwelling blocks.
13. North West Expressway.

. g 14. Newcastle Hotel near quay in George
3 v

Street.

Rl 15. Regent Theatre — live professional

theatre guaranteed.

16. Royal  Australasian College of
Physicians — preservation ban.

17. Mt. Druitt (Lend Lease and Housing
Commission on resumption).

18. Woolloomooloo.

was a new rationale brought about by

first peoples’ plan was drawn up for

Lease guaranteed a live professional

. v

19. Redfern  Aboriginal Centre — this is
" one the labourers are going to build.
20. South Sydney.. .
21. Waterloo — 32 acres development.
22. Port Macqguatie — against high rise on
beach head and water front. -
23.Helen Kellar House — preservation
ban. - .
24. Darlinghurst.
25. Ryde, Dunbar Park (to be retained as
a passive area). : :
"26. Eastern  Suburbs  Leagues Club
( plebiscite long hair, retention of
present archaic rule maintained by 55
to 45% vote, without any real
campaign by long hair Pringle and
other supporters for change)
_27. Eastern Freeway. )
28. Victoria Street — whole of Victoria

Street, " although most
‘of the battle has centred on Victoria
Pt’s property. : :
29. Botany High rise on single dwelling
blocks. .
30. Pyrmont/Ultimo (part of North West
Expressway) .

31. Motorway, Newcastle.

32. East End, Newcastle. ,

33. Black Mountain (striving hard to get
the conservative ACT Branch of the
Builders Labourers to impose 2 ban
on Black Mountain Tower).

34. St. Georges Hall (resumption).

35. Macquarie University (Jeremy Fisher,
homosexual case). '

36. Fowler Ware Industries, Merryland
(ban on a factory in a residential

. area). :

37. Sydney University, Women’s Cou

(both  in .this and Macquarie

»»  University the.ban.was -on all_new. .

. buildings to be tonstructed in the two'
universities until such time as these-
matters were resolved). . .

38.Kings Cross, following the meeting
‘two Sundays ago, Kings Cross should
be considered part of the Green Ban
as it is in the Woolloomooloo,
Darlinghurst, Victoria Street and
Kings Cross community  plan
proposal.

39. Centennial Park, Cook Road — Ban
on new high rise buildings until a
community plan for the area is drawn
up.

40. St. Johns Park (land resumption).

The story of the NSW builders labourers, including their .green bans, is

told in a booklet which is in the process of printing.

The booklet, “Taming the Concrete Jungle”, looks at the record of the

builders labourers on a variety of aspects and also shows the way in

which the construction industry has been deformed by “development”,
- at the expense of housing and other social needs. - IR .

The booklet will be of about 90 pages, illustrated, and will-sell at $1.00.

may not be worth having. — 't has been <<1,.2w3 by Pete Thomas for the Union in NSW. N
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The Waterloo residents on the 32 acres speak of Government grants of money to rehabilitate their houses,
While the State Government continues to think in terms of sweeping slum reclamation and huge Government
housing estates, their idea will remain a fantasy. In other countries however e.g. Sweden, Governments have
financed rehabilitation of individually owned houses and housing co-operatives. The following proposal for a low
rent housing co-operative was drawn up by some people in the Victoria Street Resident Action 035_ The
principles of the proposal could be mg__oa o_moérano in g&om u:ﬁﬁq but noévmﬂﬁao_w owned or in Govern«

ment 35& property.

TOWARDS CO-OPERATIVE
LOW-RENT HOUSING

OBJECTS

1) To provide low-rent housing in Victoria Street.

2) To retain the basic structure and appearance of
the street as it now stands. ‘

3) To experiment in co-opérative housing — so that
the residents themselves control the buildings and the
ways in which they will be used.

4) That work done on the site be organised according
to the principles of workers’ control.

FINANCE '

That the Commonwealth Government be asked to
finance such a proposal in Victoria Street — by buying
the buildings for lease to syndicate (co-operative) of
residents and by _ providing some ' money for
reconstruction. (The Ministers for Urban Affairs,
-Housing and Environment to be approached).

That the syndicate’s only undertaking to the
Government be that they will keep the buildings in good
condition and adhere to the basic objects of the project.

IT 1S PROPOSED
That the project be ruinon a son.unoma basis.

That rent be paid by the occupants of the buildings..
« . That rent collected be used to maintain the buildings, -
pay  rates. and provide. for. whatever. facilities the

co-operative decides upon,

That ‘rent be- decided a¢cording to income, mmo&&am
and needs. '
~ That people on higher incomes will not necessarily be

excluded but will have to contribute considerably more
than those on lower incomes, e.g. uo:mmoaonm on $25
might pay mm an architect on $150 might pay mwo or
more.

That under no circumstances will any capital gains or
profit be allowed to be made by any occupier either
through the selling of the dwellings or the selling of
occupancy.

That the co-operative_initially decides what buildings
are to be altered but no changes of radical kind are to be
carried out until the plans are made fully public so tHat
they can come under review. -

That the co-operative produces plans in conjunction
with workers and architects.

That the work on the buildings be organised &o:m the
principle of workers’ control.

That money for wages, materials etc. wo handed over
to a syndicate of workers to organize the work (some of
these workers would have probably have been involved
in the above steps).

That the work be done along co-operative,
non-authoritarian lines (no foremen).

SOME SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS

1) That Victoria Street be closed to the motor car —
except for ambulances, doctors, taxis and other essential
services, and _some commercial vehicles such as
removalists etc.

2) That the music, ga»ﬁo and stalls in the street on
May Day >73 be continued every Sunday.

3) 1t has been suggested that Paddy’s Market be
moved to Victoria Street; however steps should be taken
to guard against the possibility that the street ooEa
become a rip-off tourist centre.

4) That Beechworth or some similar building be
converted into a community centre. Alternatively a
community centre could be built on the vacant block

houses to provide several gardens, or one long garden

where demolition has already taken place. The'site is

presently owned by a developer.
5) That the fences be pulled down between the

s

runining between the front houses and the cliff face.
6) That a communityv-street schoo! be organized by
the co-operative for children of the area.

IN GENERAL ,

That it be part of the business of the Victoria Street
Syndicate to actively encoufage and support similar
projects in other inner city areas.

That it be made clear to potential developers in other

sites that the residents and the people have to be,
" consulted.

- HOW T¢ START
A FOOD CO-OP

. Advantages — cheaper food -
40%-50% saving increases as coop gets
bigger — depending on the way it is
organized, it can be part of the growth of
a self-managing community.

" A food coop can begin with just a
few houses in one stre~t.

* Work out a food list — vegetables
and fruit.

* Collect weekly orders from each
house with roughly enough money to
cover the order.

* Do a master sheet from individual
orders and note down how Bcor money
each house has grvan. .

* Go to the markets — Fridays is the
best day if your coop is not big.
Otherwise go to the wholesale market
earlier in the week.

* Note down the price of each ;QB
you buy at the market.

* At home sort out the food into
bundles and work out a credit and
balance sheet for each house.

* As the coop gets bigger and you get
some surplus in kitty, you can branch out
into dry foods. Buy the food in bulk and
houses can buy as they need food. For
bulk buying of dry foods, you will need
storage space.

* At occasional meetings of the coop,
work can be shared amongst members —
otherwise it may all come to depend on
two or three people.

Another idea: Sharing appliances —
washing machines, TV, juice extractors.

I

“A SYDNEY SUBURB CALLED NIMBIN”

Rural decentralization is at least being adopted by
the counter culture as the prototype for independent
communities — but what is the hope for the Australian
suburbanite? .

The exaggerated dream of your own castle on your
own estate has turtied into a dreary nightmare of square
miles of quarter acre selfishness. The most
(sub)urbanized nation in the world village has never
improved on the untenable neighbourhood concept and
repeated its relentless sprawl. (Even Burley Griffin’s
prophetic subdivision at Castlecrag, despite its relative
success, hasn’t been repeated through the grace of
municipal councils.) )

The Nimbin expériment has application to
alternatives in ‘existing suburbia which require little
physical alterations and additions but significant changes
in lifestyle and social awareness. The joy of sharing —
the willing adoption of communal roles without
heirarchy - the significant use of ritual — the infectious
spread of our ideology, are some of the Nimbin
experiences that now appear feasible and applicable in
our metropolis (metropolises?) ;

“RE-CYCLE A SUBURB FOR CHRISTMAS”

The new found voices of grass roots action now make

it possible to bring communally orientated changes. The -

local political persuasion of the community group has

already achieved notable successes in the envirorimental

and planning fields. As yet though, local action is far
from representative and usually anti-issue inspired. True
geographical representation, ideally block on block,
conspiring to constructive goals in addition to mainly
preservation womw could achieve the following
image-goals. V )

COMMUNAL SHARING: The potential of pooling
backyard space provides communal space which could
house countless opportunities: Decent protected
recreation areas, a swimming pool, craft and media
facilities, garaged car pool, work truck and storage.

Communal dining room, child-minding, laundry, tool

‘store, food co-ops, swap shops, learning exchanges.

4

It seems to make economic¢ and social sense to have
for example one decent piece of fully utilized shared
equipment, such as a lawn mower, than countless
part-time mowers. A beautiful piece of 1926 legislation

called the Co-operative Societies Act and the bored

suburban housewives could get it together.

1

UPPING THE DENSITY AND AVOIDING HOME UNITS

Australians are extravagant space users. Under the )

-pseudonym:of ‘standard of:living’+they have.at the same.

:‘time: expanded sthe’ Houses "and consistently.:rejected

others the benefits of their locations. The so-called

family room has now become an essential home space -

».nm turned the / .mﬁum room into an  accepted

zuam?cmmuo& HEEQ. Now the average family house
holding three and a bit persons would house at least an
extended Chinese family of fifteen. The same Australian
house often houses a six person group and could
accommodate the nuclear mﬁ:@ plus a separate flat for
an aged relative.

Using the same technique of sharing yards and
infilling between houses, space could be found for
additional low-rise dwellings without resorting to useless
demolition and multi-storey units and flats. ’

THE DYNAMIC HOUSE: This is a dwelling which
would respond to a couple’s modest needs, through
expansion for children and retraction as they leave
home, to decreasing space use in old age. Ideally,
modular, mobile or even temporary units could be added
to a basic two person dwelling, and which at the
appropriate time could be used as the basic start for
another nuclear family set-up. The advertising slogan
would probably urge consumers to trade in their old
kitchen module for a 1975 one or inspect our new range
of ensuite bedroom modules.

MULTI-PURPOSE SPACE: At both the communal
scale and in the home the affluent Western civilization
still insists on a separate unique place for its various
institutions and activities. At the rate this same

. civilization is consuming and wasting resources it is

apparent that conservation is highly desireable. The 9
am. — 5 pm. Monday to Friday central business
districts, the 9.30 — 3.30 schools, the 8 pm t6 11 pm
- suburban cinemas and the 11 p.m. to 7 a.m. bedrooms,
all exhibit wasted expensive space. Improvization and
adaption could eliminate much wasted effort and
provide much more lively places for human activities.
The backyard communal dining room, and kitchen
could, for example, be .a kindergarten, meeting hall,
games room, gymnasium, child minding centre, study
area, craft workshops and place for rituals by 8&&.&
design and organisation of time.
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SURVIVAL AND INDEPENDENCE: The growing
concern for the depletion of fossil fuels and the
inadequate” handling of waste has promoted more

interest in energy systems and re-cycling. It "is now.

_feasible through the use of solar and wind energy to run
normal household comforts and by collecting  and

re-cycling water and sewerage to be independent of .

conventional utility services. Furthermore home
" production of health foods, even in the suburbs, can

promote less reliance on the self-perpetuating consumer .
© system. The do-it-yourself scene from home building and

farming to  Dbartering and swapping and even
‘institutionalizing council throw-outs as free community

exchange leads to further escape from the urban race .
. and hire-purchase, mortgage prisons.

.EVERYTHING IS AN EVERYTHING THING:
Increased  leisure, better and more
communication should focus more attention on the
suburb/house. That the suburban home could at the
same time operate as a shop, office, workshop, clinic,
schoo! and dwelling merely extends what is partly
happening and what is inevitable. Some businesses and
factories could, with good electronic communication,
operate just as efficiently and more *economically with

the workers comfortably distributed over the.

metropolitan area. At the same future time the resultant
redundant offices and factories could revert to housing

~ and assume a 24 hour useage.

Rapidity of change brings with it a hesitate distrust of
change for change sake but established ideological goals
can provide a measure for evaluating change. Concepts
of personal freedom and meaningful relationships with
fellow man towards a peaceful and stable EuuogQ
existence may be such societal goals.

Reflections of a middle class do-gooder with a social
conscience . . . Col James.

Om Repression

ATV YT

Architecture of the Third Reich, Berlin .
Architecture of American .Qggﬁgw buildings, Washington, b.c.
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© With) the two or three weeks, usually

“A H,mnSsmHm of earth and

| atimber-frame, triple-front
1 home'withrafence all-around.
- That's what your average -

Australian wants and you'll
never change EB He'll never -
change himself.
The pundits had a lot to
say some years back, although

‘not the final word.

* Australians did change.
Urgently. Enthusiastically.
Moving back nearer to the city,
into high-rise apartments,
town houses,home units. We're
helping to give these changing.
-Australians a home. Building
them tall woBmm

Today we're extending
our operations into key os\%
areas within the Australian
community. We’re making our
expertise in financial manage-

“ment available toa broader

range of business than ever

‘before, through our corporate
| oogmmuam service and

through partnerships. Our
contributions are doubly sound
because we work from a strong
and permanent financing base.
Our personal loans and hire
purchase business is mwoﬁnm

at a rate above the .
industry average. We're in
leasing, commercial loans,
Insurance,real estate
%<mHo@me$ caravan parks.
E& overseas. What w@%

405 legal ummrn.m
mmm:..m» mﬁnﬂoﬁ

Firstly — wna let this be clear - h
legally, a landlord may not evict you
without a court order. Without that court
order, all he can do (legally) is ask %oa to
leave.

And a notice to quit (from your
En&o&v »Bocaw to :om:bm more than
5&

“Essentially, matters between you and
your landlord are civil matters. Of course,
a landlord may harrass you — and
landlords frequently do but, in such a
_case, you may bring the law on him (on
paper anyway) — even through the police,

" in some instances. -

Enterprising people, roécﬁw are able
to make life somewhat nightmarish for .
landlords and rent agents. This applies
especially to “fringe” people — people
who don’t mind moving every few

. months, especially if they change jobs
frequently or keep it codl about where’
they do work or are prepared to use
aliases (not that it’s necessary).

" Pay the deposit and the first week’s
rent (making it the last, as well) and .
change the lock on the door. ™ ‘

" The first two or three weeks are
usually - brushed aside easily. When
summonsed such people may appear for
themselves -in court and ask repeatedly
for adjournments — need to see lawyers,
sickness, need to contact witnesses, etc.

e

tacked on after the decision goes against
you — then youll be damned unlucky if

" you haven’t had at least’ four months
occupancy. After that, it’s probably best
to split and start again. .

If everybody did this, then, there
would, indeed, be lower rents — for a
time, anyway — until the State changed
the laws.

-Of course, landlords can get nasty but

- agents rarely do '~ after all, not that
spach i of ~the™ .Eowoux. s theirs. T am
“referring to 5238 —’up to the Eamaa
time.

‘Protected” or oﬁodimo, a »mnma
(legally) is not required to move until a
magistrates” court orders that tenant be
evicted. Usually, after the decision,.
something from a week upwards is
granted by the courts v&.oao the actual
eviction date.

‘Protected” or not, a tenant may
arrange for a lawyer to advise and act for
him/her. As indicated before, you may,
also, act for yourself in the courts. For
those who earn less than $40 a week, free
legal advice is available from the Public
solicitor — but is not heartily
recommended, especially for those:
fighting developers.

You do not have to talk to ot 86?5
anything to the landlord or agent at mn
unless you want to.

If you have any queries ring or contact
“local resident action groups or tenants
rights associations. -

At the moment you, conceivably, may
run . into dead ends but, in the near
future, tenants legal advice will really
take off. Sometime, in the very near
future, a tenants legal advice service will,
be on tap around the clock. And

- rumblings about tenant unions (quite
successful in NZ) can already be heard.

RAGs, etc, will rapidly get to hear of
it. : ,

K.G.B.

e
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MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY
ANTEEXPRESSWAY
COMMITTEE

In areas 3@8 raral a_no.aﬁwmm_&. we find -

Miacquarie University in the path of the

Castlereagh Expressway which is proposed to

run from the Nepean - River to join the
Sydney-Newcastle and Lane Cove Valley
expressways ' in a massive interchange on what
is now bushland. A mile and a half of road wilt
slash through the campus, carrying with it
Christie Park oval, and most of the University’s

" Ecology Area, and separating the University

from its sports area. It then moves southward
to destroy the Lane Cove River Valley.
The M.U. Students’ Council has set up an

. Anti-Expressway Committee to study the

proposals and the issues arising from them.
“The limited short-term benefits tobe gained
cannot possibly outweigh the ecological,
sociological and economic costs of the planned
system. This we will demonstrate soon
enough.” ) P

“We - hope to rally opposition within

' Macquarie and local action groups, and to

encourage people. in other universities .and
groups to join in a concerted effort to stop
their construction. We are confident that we

can help bring about a halt to plans that tear ~

the guts out of the city and consume the prime
recreational areas which it is lucky enough to
have left.” .

“The first lesson we have to learn is that o
city exists, not for the constent passage.of
motorcars, but for the cere and culture of
men.” (Lewis Mumford) :

Mark Bufz, M.US.C. Anti-Expressway
Committee, and the Whole Earth Society, C/—

" Box 54 the Union, Macquarie University, North

Ryde 2113, Phone (home) — 954445,

MT. DRUTTT RESIDENT
ACTION GROUP

The Mt.. Druitt - Action Committee was
formed out of the realisation that only the
people who are affected by a situation are

.capable  of changing that situation. The

situation as it exists in Mt. Druitt is one of great
importance as it affects in the vicinity of
70,000 people, and, if the present housing Act
is not reviewed, could affect a great many more
people in future Government Housing Estates.

The Mt. Druitt Action Committee, in its

_ initial stages, felt the nedd to draw attention to

the lack of facilities within the area, and the
lack - of coordination- between Government
Departments, i.e. Transport, Health etc. in the
implementation of such a project. That is that
the houses and the people came first and the
facilities came last. We' felt that more must be
required of the Housing Commission than just
housing, this body must be reconstructed to
build not Housing Estates but Communities,
taking into accotnt Transport, Health facilities,
job opportunities, education opportunities and

cultural amenities. These facilities must be

implemented before the people move in and
not after so many people have had to undergo
private and financial hardship.

The present planning does little to relieve
the social and financial burden of the people
involved, placing a great deal of strain upon the
family unit and the individual. The
accommodation provided by  the Housing
Commission is first class and a new resident is
overjoyed at the prospect of living in their own
home with the privacy of a garden but all too
soon the reality of the situation dawns and
where they thought that 2 home was the
ultimate recognition of their dreams it soon
becomes apparent that a five foot fence cannot
and should not be the secure boundary of their
lives. The Mt. Dmitt Action Committee has
achieved a great deal since they started a few
months ago, they have presented a submission

" to the Federal Govt on the needs of the area

individually and as part of a Region, they have
called together a number of local organisations
who presented their problems to Mr Uren ona
recent visit to the atea and have received
assurances from him that the = Federal
Government will allocate Grants so that the
problems of Mt. Druitt will be alleviated they
have also been-received in a Deputation by the
Minister for Health, Mr Jago, who has shown

* that a great deal will be done in the near future

39.5«3».vamzwmoﬁn-m»a&mo?ﬁ.»o

Contact Caroline Holand

NORTH NEWTOWN (CITY OF SYDNEY)
ACTION GROUP

Newtown and the Education Dept.

The story so far: ]
* On February 27, 1973, Mr Willis, NSW
. Minister for Education agreed to a proposal to
rezone large areas of Newtown for “‘educational
purposes™ for expansion of the existing

“Teachers College. Since then the residents have

organized a concerted campaign to fight this
proposal and reclaim Newtown for the
residents.

s * Several large public meetings in Newtown
have unanimously opposed the project. ~

* Sydney City Council Aldermen (both
Civic Reform and Labor) have expressed
complete opposition to the proposal and
further to the petition are organizing a
deputation of Council Aldermen to see the
NSW Minister for Education as a matter of
urgency.

* The NSW Education Dept officers who
recommended the site have since recommended
‘to the NSW Minister for Education that he not
go ahead with the previous recommendation
after examining the objections raised by the
people of the area. .

* Mr Uren, Minister for Urban and Regional

‘Development has been asked to carry out an
‘environmental impact study of the project on
the North Newtown Precinct.

* Mr Beazley, Minister for Education, has
‘been asked to recommend to the NSW Minister
for Education, Mr Willis, that he reconsider the
‘siting of the College. ALL the money for the
acquisition of land for this expansion of the
Teachers College will come from the Federat
Government. i

* Mr Muir, Director of Education (NSW) in
an interview with representatives of the North
Newtown Action Group stated that his only

~ concemn is to provide the site for the Teachers
College. Although there is no building plans
whatsoever, Mr Muir stated it is necessary to get
the area as quickly as possible. When asked who
is paying for this he said “the full cost is being
met by the Federal Government.”

Mr Willis, the NSW Education Dept Minister
has remained unmoved by all this, especially

since Mr Beazley, the Federal Minister for .

Education has received Cabinet support
conceming grants to Teachers Colleges.

" Newtown Action Group’s Objections

Ca _:wmomﬁ.l

1. City of Sydney Strategic Plan, . .-,

To remove the residential population from
the inner city area is contrary to the City of
Sydney Strategic Plan which recommends the
retention of residents and residential facilities
in the inner city area.

2. Housing.

There is a serious shortage of houses in the
inner city area, to demolish sound old terrace
houses in Newtown is to further increase this
shortage. '

3. Traffic and Transport.

The proble is already chaotic in Newtown
(especially King Street, Newtown).

Where will a further 4000 students park? —
on the rubble of people’s former homes?

How will the already inadequate public
transport system cope?

4. Decentralization.

The western ~and  southern  suburbs
desperately need tertiary and educational
institutions. There is no need for this College
which js to cater for courses in physical
education, domestic science, the humanities,
hufran performance studies?, handicrafts and
probably art and music, to be placed in the
inner city. -~ ,

5. Cost.

Property here will cost a great deal more
(approx. $27 per sq. ft) than the areas in which
the college is needed and where land can be
bought for a fraction of the cost of inner city

1and. Further, it would enhance those areas not -

destroy them as it will in Newtown.

6. Education.

There is already a surplus of teachers in this
State (or so the Education Dept tells us).

What about primary and secondary
education in Newotwn? The Teachers College
Administration has already taken over and
pushed out the primary school from its building

What will happen to the Infants School

which is next to-the primary school and isnow .

~forced to house both the infant and primary

children of the area? Mr Muir who is Director

of Education says fhis may close down
completely. The Minister obviously’ works on
the principle that if yon get rid of the residents
you don’t require the school. :

7. Town Planning.

The project is 2 superb example of a lack of
town planning resulting from a bureaucratic
dept’s * refusal to cooperate with
government town planning bodies.

Planning for Newtown

* The, North Newtown (City of Sydney)
Action Group has drawn up a petition setting
out some proposals for residential and
commercial development in the area. These
proposals ‘detail some- ways of retaining low

tise, low income fesidential and commercial

developments.

’
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ROCKDALE KOGARAH

The St. George Branch of the Amalgamated
Metal Workers Union has become involved in

' resident actiont against the Rockdale and
- Kogarah councils. The battle is mainly against
_ highrise development in the area and the zoning

by the councils. The AMWU supports the BLF
and FEDFA in their fight for conditions of life
outside the workplace.

Contact: Barney Hybrad 5874804.

ROCKS RESIDENT ACTION GROUP

The Sydney Cove Redvelopment Authority
was set up in 1968. SCRA was commissioned to
produce 2 plan for the “redevelopment of the
area in an economically feasible way, with a
maximum financial return, at the same -time
taking advantage of its location, setting and
historical links.”

<« The redevelopment plan was submitted to
. the Minister for Local Govérnment, Mr Morton,
who apparently approved it, and was made
public in Febrary 1971. i

Under the SCRA plan the Rocks will be
owned by the government and leased to private
investors for periods of up to 99 years.
Brochures have been sent all over the world
inviting private investors to get an interest in

" the area. The plan provides for commercial and

high rise residential (rental or purchase to be
determined on the open market). A lesser part
of the area is to be preserved but for “trendy
commercial use.” There was no provision in the
plan for the present residents.

At this stage the resident group, which had
already begun, really got going. Regular

'meetings and discussions were held, petitions

 were drganized: ‘The miost 'the residents, were

offered was “‘sympathetic’ consideration” and -

pensioners were guaranteed a home for life,
although no one knew where,

Having done all the “proper things™ and
seeming to have got nowhere, the group

. approached the BLF in November 1971. Nita

Macrae, an active resident, asked Jack Mundey:
“is it the policy of your union to have members
pull down other unionists’ houses?” The ban
.was put on and has been on ever since.

At about this time, 2 man appeared on
tesidents’ doorstep asking them to fill in
Housing Commission application forms. When

residents offered to send their forms into the |
Commission, the man said he would prefer to

pick them up personally. The man turned out
to be Harry Baker, and employee of SCRA —
and not the Housing Commission. Later SCRA
and the HC got together. SCRA now promises
that if they are suitable to the HC, the residents
will be able to stay. Of 102 people who have
put in applications, 19 were accepted, 9 were
rejected and the rest have been told “we will

have another look at you” when SCRA wants

your houses. .

Eva Cox and Pat Howard in an article in the
Rocks area have written: :

“The SCRA’s attitude towards the ftenants
has changed. Where it was originally inflexible,
refusing contact except through confusing
official correspondence, and offering as’ a
privilege the rights which the tenants had
anyhow, to housing commission homes, it is
now promising to meet the short term demands
of the tenants for rehousing in the Rocks.
However, it is not yet making these promises in

legally binding documents. SCRA hopes to

defuse the long term aims of preservation of the
area. If is alternately succeeded in making them
feel even more insecure than when the
development project was first announced.”

The RAG does not separate the two issues -
involved: preservation and the fature of thy .

people who live in the houses. However, the
interests of the people of the area are seen by
them as permanent. “The people as well as the

buildings are part of the history.” They would

like to see the houses renovated for continued
-use by low income tenants. :

A Peoples Plan was prepared with the help
of “sympathetic professionals.” The plan has as
its starting premise that the Rocks area should
be preserved as a working class residential area,
with additional residehtial space being provided
by low use infills on vacant land which already

exists in the area. Although it was a “first” for.

Sydney, the Plan received little attention in the
press when it was adopted by the residentsata
public meeting. The RAG has, in fact,

experienced great difficulty in getting any of

their views in the press since SCRA employed
Eric White & Associates as their public relations
men. .

Contact: Nita Macrae 27-6792.
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* AGAINST UNCONTROLLED DEVELOPMENT

(PHRAUD) ’

PHRAUD is one of the newest of the ‘action
groups’ in the Sydney metropolitan area, dnd is

" " primarily concerned with preserving the natural

rather than' the man-made environment. Its
formation stemmed from a protest meeting last

* Februaryover a subdivision development in the

southern suburb of Gymea where the owner
‘had completely stripped a very steep and
heavily wooded hillside of all its nataral cover.
Once he was rid of all the nasty trees, bushes

‘and plants he set about changing the shape of

the hill inh order to make nice flat building
blocks. - Bulldozers and dynamite quickly
reshaped the hill into a more convenient form

.and now our once beautiful hill looks for all the

world like two gigantic ugly yellow steps

‘leading .to nowhere.  Adjacent to the

development is largely undeveloped bushland.
PHRAUD would like to preserve this as much
as possible.

In the opihion of PHRAUD the current
subdivision is .. ecologically unsound,
aesthetically  disastrons and  potentially
dangerous. We have achieved some changes to
the original plan through pressure on the

devetoper and the Council — the steep slopes

are now held back by batters, and the stream
which had been silted up because of erosion
from the development has been cleared.
However, the chief concern of PHRAUD is to
prevent the remaining. bushland from being
vandalized. And there’s the rub. Modern
machinery can destroy a thousand year old
forest in a matter of hours, and it is therefore
vital to stop the bulldozers before they get to
the property. With this in mind we wrote to all
twelve councillors ont the Sutherland Shire
Council and asked them for their views on two
questions: (a) Would they support a proposal
that the Council employ a qualified
environmental expert, and (b) Would they
support the proposal that in future all planned
subdivisions be advertised ptior to Council
giving approval in order to allow local residents
an opportunity to lodge objections. The
response of the Councillors, or rather the lack
of it, is the basic reason why resident action
groups are formed. Two Councillors, Keane and
Sibley attended one of our meetings and gave
us their views, and one, Weir, apologised for not
being able to attend, one, Thorbumn, sent us a
postcard  acknowledging our letter, the
remaining eight including the President didn’t
bother to contactus. - - Py

e s «
+ * What is-frightening about the whole business

is that the Council does not-appear to have
learnt its lesson. PHRAUD is not totally

. myopic in that it expects all natural bushland

to be preserved. People must live somewhere,
but we want all future development to be
accomplished with the least - possible
distnrbance of the environment and want other
forms of housing such as ‘cluster housing’ to be.
investigated. We don’t pretend to be experts
and therefore we would like Council to employ
subdivision architects. But Council doesn’t
think so if on€ ¢an judge by a recent letter
received from the Shire President, Councillor
Skinner, about the scarred subdivision referred
to above: ;

The vast majority of Grays Point residents
violently disagree. with his opinion that the
subdivision has been completed in a ‘proper and
reasonable 3253.‘/ . . :

There is no doubt that when this snbdivision

" is completed and homes are built on the land,

and the grounds of those homes are established
that this subdivision will not be very different
from other snbdivisions in the Grays Point area
where many people now live in very good
surroundings. The Council has gone to
considerable lengths to ensure that this
subdivision is completed in a proper and
reasonable manner and 1 am sure this will be
the case.

PHRAUD has lost the battle of the present
subdivision in Gymea, but hopes to win the war
of controlled development in the Port Hacking
area. At present PHRAUD is exhausting all

_legitimate forms of protest such as letters to

Councils and to Cabinet Ministers; public
meetings, petitions, etcetera before considering
any other forms of action. But our patience is
running out rapidly. |,

We don’t believe that you can’t fight City

. Hall. 'We believe you must. And that’s what

action groups are alt about. - . 7

. * The generation of particulates in
Australia, as a percentage of total
emissions, is even higher than in the US.

“* Motor vehicles are responsible for
about 39 per cent of all emissions —
exactly the same as in the US.

* Major Australian cities still” have
time to act. They are still only facing a
vehicle emission problem similar to that
which faced Los Angeles in 1943,

- LADTCISthas....

'NEEDS

SOCIAL COSTS of

or
- WHO HAS TO BE BOUGHT OUT?

What are the social costs of expresway
growth? What are the intangibles which
are given a role in the first line of
cost-benefit equations and then removed
Aas unquantifiable? - -0 oot

T environmental costs of
expresway construction in the USA
in 1969 :
24.6% of all cement produced in the
- USA, and 51.3% of sand and gravel. Cars
etc consumed 19.5% of all steel, 71.7% of
natural rubber, and 24.4% of all US
energy output. These vital resources are
fed into a system that is only functional
for a very few and breeds such problems
* as the mining of the Myall Lakes in the
Australian context for construction sand,
and the mining of the Colong Caves for
cement. The USA is already experiencing
severe petroleum shortages, and some
American States are drastically cutting
back on the use of cars in order to
preserve natural resources and cut down
on pollution of all the environment.

And yet the highway lobby continues
to grow and pour funds into pushing the
need for even more expenditure on roads.
Recent moves to turn the NRMA in NSW
into a consumer protection group rather
than a voice of the roads lobby, were
beaten by the combined strength of the
insurance companies and car
manufacturer ‘Goodman writing of the

~highway lobby in the USA raises a similar
point. )

Seven of the country’s ten largest
corporations producé either oil or cars,
and twenty of the thirty-five wealthiest
people have gained their abundance from
the same kind of production.

None of these social costs are ever
built into cost-benefit analyses of express
construction, let alone those costs which
occur on a more local levelYet the society
has to pay these costs and they are borne
not only by the small proportion of the
community that has to use.the final
constructs, but by what Dr John Ward
has called the YOPHS — the young, the
old, the poor; the helpless and the sick.
To which could be added the women in

v the'community.
’ Although members df the Sydney .

Area Transport Study staff will admit the
problems of “intangibles” 4t the local
level, they have not included them in
their analyses. The only inclusion is the
actual cost of land aquisition. Yet they-
have no consultants who have knowledge
of social costs, or social scientists who.
could report on the pressures and
problems likely to result from expressway
construction through inner city areas.

world’s sulphur dioxide air pollution,
EXPRESSWAY DEVELOPMENT Z!though Australia’s population t canal

. to only one-third of 1 per cent of the
world’s total.

\ EXPRESSWAYS — SELL-OUT ?
Doctor Robert S. Nielsen who is.

X currently conducting the Sydney Area
* Transportation Study which is to serve as
X a guide to future Expressway and Public .
X Transport proposals,
X summary of a paper presented to the

states, in his

Royal Institute of Public Administration
in Canberra on November 23, 1971.

\/‘\\,v
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* Australia produces 1 per cent of the

«]
)

“It appears that nothing can halt the
strong growth in private motor vehicle
ownership and there is no reason why
such growth is an extremely efficient
form of personal transportation. In
addition, the motor vehicle industry is a
significant factor in the economic
development of any country.. In the
United States the motor vehicle
manufacturers are the largest purchasers
of steel, glass, rubber and special plastics.
The same sitnation is developing in
Australia. : .

Transport plannets must recognise that
the motor car is here to stay — and
should plan accordingly.” ,
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What are these so-called intangibles

- involved in simple dislocation of say 1000

families? The first cost is the amount paid
for the house on purchase by the
Department of Main Roads — for many
this is far below the market value of the
house, and does not include the, cost of
finding equivalent housing, nor the costs
of removal. There is no inclusion for fares
etc. that would need to be paid to get to
.work, from the new  residence. Most
displaced -people move out of the city
altogether or place further damands on
the fewer houses left in adjacent areas,
forcing up the values and rents. The new
areas of residence require new school and

‘hospital facilities, as those in the city are

already overcrowded, and cannot cope
with present demand. The individual
“trauma for old peopld and those left in
the area isolated from old friends and
family - has to be born by Community
Mental Health Teams and the Psychiatric
‘hospitals.

In recent years there has been an
additional social cost — that occasioned

. by opposition  to the expresway .
programme. The only two succesessful
‘moves ' in - "NSW were . essentially
middleclass ones — moves by

professionals to defend their new turf. In
Paddington, the Jersey Road scheme was
successfully shelved, while in Glebe the
academics etc. in the Glebe Society were
successful in driving the proposed
freeway into an underground tunnel
beneath the high status Toxteth Estate. °
At the other end of Glebe, the route of
the distributor was shifted to avoid

- proposed extensions to a Dog Track

restaurant, at the expense of a furth
forty low income homes. ;
The continued construction of urban
expressways is set within an institutional
mould which constrains effective
evaluation of or reaction to alternatives.
Social protest appears to be seen by the
DMR as a social nuisance to be overcome

. in the interests of progress rather than a

basis for serious consideration of
alternatives. g

Over a 24 hour period only 125,000
motor vehicle journeys were to or from
 the Central Business District of Sydney’
aut of a total of 2,500,000 journeys in
the whole Sydney Metropolitan Area.
That is 1 journey in 20. Yet we are
building all our expressways to serve the
Central Business District (Figures. from

The people problems involved in the
expresway debate are complex, to say the
least. Part of it involves the ideology of
the planners, and the politicians who in
their valuing of expertise and efficiency
a3 a prime good, have uncritically
-accepted them as pawnbrokers of reality,
defining problems and solutions within
narrow physical criteria. Part of it
involves the reinforcement of the :
addiction to the car drug, perpetuating its
existence by feeding it with bigger and
more roads. Part of it involves the very
real costs to those, whose lives are
fractured by the construction of the
cement idols, though this reality may be
far removed from the experience of the
decision makers. Part of it involves the
costs to the community of rapidly
dwindling non-renewable resources and
the loss of opportunities for other ways
of dealing with urban life and its
problems. All these people problems

. should be considered in the reevaluation

of urban expressways that is now
occurring,” and no further decisions
should be taken without these criteria
being built into it.

Perhaps an  alternative. model of
existing transport might be useful at this
point.  The government announces @
programme for a public transport system,
door to door and rapid transit. However.
at the same time, each household will be
levied $40 per week to pay for it; each
year in NSW 1200 people will be
randomly maimed. At various points
across the metropolitan drea, noise |
| generators  will churn out a level of 50
decibels reaching up to 90 db twice a day
for an hour at a time. Added to this will
be a gas generator which will keep the
atmosphere constantly filled with sulphur
dioxide, carbon monoxide, and lead
particiles, while water is filtered through
an asbestos dust tray before going into
public supply. Thousands of fons of
rusting steel will be scattered in.parks, i
tiver beds and in back stréels. . '

The DMR appears to have followed a
policy of guerilla warfare in which the .
residents of the areas slated for highways
are dealt with individually, bought out in
a slow process, and their houses torn
down leaving ugly and structurally
dangerous gaps in rows of terrace
housing. The bureaucracy seems unable
to comprehend values which differ from
its own — again this is demonstrated by
the success of professionals who can play
the bureauncratic game .saving their own
territory, while those who do not know

‘the rules or do not have the resources to

play it, continue to lose out. The latest
step to right this inbalance of power is
the last ditch step of calling for a
Builders’ Labourers’ Green Ban on any
future demolition. At a time of acute
housing shortage, the bomb-site tactics of
the DMR are rather out of place.

Foundation Day Tharunka, August 2, 1973, Page 23
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In New South Wales, the Coalition of
Resident Action Groups is by far the most
important of the outside groups that the
individual resident action group can consult.
. CRAG was formed just over two years ago by a
~dozen resident action groups mesting in the
Department of Social Work at the University of
New South Wales to .talk over common

.-problems. Now there are over eighty resident
groups affiliated in Sydney alone. A Hunter
Valley Coalition of Resident Action Groups has
been formed this year, and coalitions for the
-resident groups fot the Blue Mountains and the
Mlawarra are expected to be formed later this
year. These groups are.expected to link up in a
New South Wales CRAG later this year, and a

. series of quarterly conferences is proposed to
consider a workable arrangement between- the
groups. -

‘The Coalition initially saw its function as a
loose - forum tfo discuss individual campaign
‘experience. It'soon discovered that groups had
common problems and that groups could lend
mutual support to each other in their
‘campaigns. The number of new groups coming
to CRAG each month attest to the success
.which CRAG has achieved in its mutual
-education and support programme.

However the older groups that were in a
further stage of development — that is, they
had fought and won at least one major battle —
suffered in this process of hearing new groups’
problems at the monthly meetings. An attempt
to reconcile the needs of old and new groups
has recently been made with the formation of
the CRAG Steering Committee charged with
the formmlation of policy. The Steering
Committee is

This is a short statement on the reforms
needed in landlord and tenant legislation and .
practices which is intended for public
discussion and governmental consideration. It is
not a precise legal statemént on which to base
precise legislative changes; it is a statéement of
the principles which are a minimum' for
inclusion in adequate, fair and effective laws
gniding landlord and tenant relationships.

These principles need to be introduced
speedily into legislation in all states and
territories. They have been produced by the
Tenants Rights Campaign (Sydney) for
submission to the N.S.W, parliament, (especially
to the Minister for Justice, Mr. Maddison) and
to the Australian parliament (especially the
Minister for Housing, Mr. Johnson,and the
Minister for Territories, Mr. Enderby).

They are put forward at a time when there
is a virtual housing crisis, with spiralling costs
and increasing competition for adequate
housing. It is a time when an increasing
proportion of N.S.W. residents are tenants, over

. one third of the total population. It is also 2’
period of continual pressure on housing stock,
and upon the tenants who occupy a deal of it,
arising from re-development activities, including
daily numerous eviction action both through
and outside the courts. We estimate eight times

as many evictions occur outside the courts as _

through them.

In these circumstances a considerable
amount of the legislation could only be
described as being based on fuedal ideas in
which tenants are regarded as second class
citizens. . V

The standard lease forms,for. example, spell
out mainly tenants’ duties and landlords’ rights.
It is little wonder that the overwhelming
majority of tenants are ignorant or uncertain of
their rights. Indeed; many ' lawyers appear
ignorant or uncertain of them too, even though
about one third of all inquiries to

busily mdmwma& in the preparation
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of the CRAG Policy Book, based on resolutions

passed over thé last two years.

One of the tasks of the new Steering -

Committee is to- reconcile the interests of all
the various resident ‘action groups in CRAG.

" These groups at the present time fall into four

main categories: (i) town planning groups
(especially concerned- with zoning and town
planning problems — e.g., the anti expresway
groups; (i) park and conservation groups: (jii)
rates and taxes groups and (iv) social issues
groups (e.g. tenant’s rights, FM and Community
Broadcasting etc). The preponderance of the
town planning groups has led other groups,
especially conservation and park groups, to feel
that they are being squeezed out of the
discussions. However, there has been a marked
tendency for interests to merge through the

process of discussion and the formation of new

groupings of the resident action groups.

CRAG has aided sub-coalitions of common
interests: for example, the Save ‘the Parks
Campaign, which is a coalition of five resident

" action groups seeking preservation policies for

Moore Park, Centennial Park and Queen’s Park;
the Low Income Housing Alliance, which is
concerned to keep some significant low income
housing in inner city areas in the face of rising
property values; the City of Sydney Resident
Action Committee, which is concerned with
preservation of residential quality withiri the
.Q@ of m%&:.mﬁ and the Inner Sydney Resident
Action Groups (ISRAG), which is concerned
with 2 wide range of social problems, such as
education, as well as housing problems. In
addition CRAG has fostered a wider
recognition on the part of the resident action
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neighbourhood law offices (such as Redfern)

are about landlord and tenant matters.

The law itself is inadequate and vague. This
inadequancy not only affects tenants but also
real estate agents and landlords. In these
conditions some unscrupulons agents or
landlords bring the majority into disrepute.
Agents may also find themselves the meat in
the sandwich. Relationships may become
ummecessarily strained. .

These - proposals are directed toward
residential tenants and their relations with
landlords, but most of the principles apply to
commercial tenants too.

There are five phases of tenancy which need
action and adequate provision:

i) when searching for accommodation:
information and -advisoty services are
needed.

i)  when entering it: adequate standard
leases, compulsory standard inventories,
bond control,  anti-discrimination
controls such as discrimination ‘against
children, migrants, aboriginees, groups of
young people, rent justification to guide
fair levels of rent, say through a tribunal.

fif) when staying in it: adequate standard
leases and enforcing mechanisms such as
a government authority which will
ensure the property is maintained
adequately.

iv)  when approaching the expiry of a lease:
renewsil provisions need to be built into
leases which give an option at a declared
level of rent which ‘can be agreed to in
advance of the lease expiring.

© vy when leaving: bond release, protection

of confidentiality of information on
- tenant so that it is not passed on without

* his agreement.
There are, of course, other associated
‘housing' and city policies which need to be
reviewed and adequately reformed. Sach as
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groups of "the importance of FM and

Community Broadcasting FM broadcasting
provides the opportunity for a vast increase in
the number of ridic channels as well as a
considerable increase in the sound quality,

~~which is intetference free. And so all kinds of
environmental groups, not to mention music
groups, will be able to obtain more ready access
to the media. Parallel development for
community group access to television is also
being sought. ’

i It can be seen that the urgent task of the
"CRAG Steering Committee is to reconcile the
competing demands for CRAG time and
resources, and where possible to guide social
effort in productive ways.

CRAG: Political or Not Political?

CRAG is mnot a political party nor is
sympathetic with a particular political party. It
sees itself, rather, as a significant ginger group

in the community. Individual resident action .
groups have run candidates in local government:

elections with varying degrees of success.
Although the counsel to new resident groups is
to concentrate on the issues that led to their
formation, it is clear sometimes circumstances
(e.g. in Randwick or South Sydney) may

necessitate resident action involvement to

achieve a viable alternative for the electorate. In
some municipalities and shires, whole councils
have been removed as a result of resident
action. However it should be noted that
political office involves a negation of the
residentaction movement’s role as a free critic.

Resident Action groups have always to be

6633378

aware of attempts to politicise them in ‘the
party sense. This awareness must be heightened
in pre-election periods or petiods of threat by
developers. A recent attempt was made by the
Civic Reform Assotiation, the governing body'
for the present City Council majority, to
infiltrate the . Centennial - Park Residents’
Association to prevent the development of a

. viable traffic plan for the precinct aimed at

reducing through traffic, and the closely related

. efforts to preven t the residents seeking a green

ban on high rise development in Cook Road,
Centennial Park. An earlier attempt was made
to infiltrate the asme Association during the

battle over the Moore Park — Centennial Park

Sports Complex, in which the Association, asin .
the other two issues, wis highly successful. =~
After the first shocks of confrontation and
criticism, many council aldermen are prepared
to admit that resident action groups are helping
them to do their job better. And it is clear that
the new Federal government welcomes the
input of resident action groups in the

re-thinking of urban and regionat strategies.
Certain members of the Liberal Party, also
concerned with énvironmenta! issues, appear to

' be moving in this direction.

But the political parties at various levels of
government still have a love-hate conflict about
the resident action movement. On the one’
hand, the older members of the ALP cannot see
anything more grass roots than the party
branch. On the other hand, the Liberal Party
frequently finds itself aligned with big business

“against what appears to be the worker

capitalism of resident action.

Information Officer, P. Shaw.

PRELIMINARY SUBMISSION ON
REFORMS NEEDED IN LANDLORD AND
TENANTS LAWS AND PRACTICES

. capital gains taxation, adequate housing and

associated economic policies, urban renewal
policies, town planning policies and legislation
including the ensurance of public participation -
in forming acceptable plans, associated nrban
and regional policies which ensure adequate .

_environment and community utilities and

services.

We will soon be producing a general
submission on these matters and need your
support. In the meantime tenants who are
having problems should remember this. You
cannot be moved without a prior summons to
court, a hearing,and a decision against you. This
court decision will get a date for vacating your

. accommodation. SEEK LEGAL ADIVCE,

Here are some of the places you can get this,
either free or for a limited amount.
Public Solicitor, 55 Market Street, City.
Phone: 61-6581. There is 2 means test for.
this service. o
.~ Rent Control Office (for tenants under rent
control provisions). 674 George Street, City.
Tel. 26-1501.
~ Legal Service Burean, for ex-servicemen or
- their families. 32 York Street, City. Tel
29-7202.
Local neighbourhood law offices. Such as in
the Redfern Town Hall on a Thursday night.
Your local Member of Parliament may be
able to help. Anyway you should tell him
and suggest he tell Mr. Maddison, the
Minister for Justice, who is responsible for
this outdated law. i
_ If you are concerned about the behaviour of
your real estate agent you can enquire or
complain to the Real Estate Institute.
If you want to make any suggestions or

" offer-support to the Tenants Rights Campaign

write to us cfo 6/20 Barker Street, Kingsford,
2032. i

x
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- INSPECT

INSPECT is an activist group specifically
concerned with environmental education. It
was started in 1970 by Dr Peter Ellyard, who is
now perschal adviser to Moss Cass.

Since it began in Canberra, INSPECT

_ branches have been established in every

. Australian . capital_city_as, well as in Alberta,

" Canada. o o v a i
. The programme is run by secondary and
tertiary students. togethér with teachers and
other volunteers. )

The initial programme involved speakers
going out to the schools to give the students a
general introducion to the problems facing the
environment. The students then chose areas of
environmental concerhr that they would like to
irvestigate. These included analyses of water,
air and noise pollution, research into ‘the
feasability of recycling, attention to the needs
for adequate programmes for the consetvation
of flora and fauna. In all these activities
assistance was given by experts from the
CSIRO, the Australian National University and
a number of Commonwealth departments.

As time has gone by the different states have
developed a diversity of approaches based on
the original INSPECT concept. Canberra has
staged an ‘environmental’ rock opera called
‘Earth and Sun’. Sydney has held a four day
residential conference on ‘Planning new cities
for Aunstralia.’ “Exchange visits have been
.artanged between Melboume and Sydney.

Issue orientated activity has involved action

on expressways in Melbourne and Sydney, the
writing of submissions to the National
Population Inquiry, a campaign to save an area
of miangroves on the Georges River, protests
against the packaging industry recycling farce
and so on. .
. The basic unit of INSPECT however is the
individual. The person first contributes through
trying to modify his own environmental
impact. But to tackle the more difficult
problems he gains strength from working in a
group. The group may be within a school. It
may be a regional grouping of many schools or
it may be the branch itself. :

«

To ‘complement our activities in the

secondary schools we have the PYE clubs in the
primary schools.

Naturally enough a programme of the size
and complexity of the one we are attempting
has a considerable need for human resources. If
you are interested in helping with organization,
technical  advice,  writing, drawing or
photographic skills or in any other way that
you can think of please contact: ) :

Philip Sutton, C/— Sydney INSPECT, 45A
Beach Street, Coogee 2034. 665-2869.

If you want to know
how to contact your
nearest resident action
group, or if you want
advice on Yow to form
-a group:

Ring Pat Shaw

‘_m&wsm

0w Eouamd\ “because of the financial gain
in doing so”. Speculators and finance

property. Land values spiralled, and it
was not unusnal for profits of

one year.

Finally, the situation stabilized
somewhat when developers bought out
the speculators and began to plan their

was all done quite legally although in
some cases, developers obtained loans
from the same finance companies from
which their properties were purchased.
This also, however, was legal.

Up till this point of time, a number of
things emerge as having happened.
Firstly, a decision had been made which
directly affected the people resident in

on the matter. Secondly, a community
was to be disrupted and by implication
condemned becaunse it lived by and held
unacceptable valnes (Frank Theeman of
Victoria Point Pty Ltd actually told me
on one occasion that it was impossible to
live in a house with an outside toilet).
Thirdly, the profit motive was being
hidden. Instead the redevelopment was
being characterized as “inevitable” or “of
benefit to the commmunity”. Cambridge
Credit, the agent for one of the
developers in Wooloomooloo, who had
purchased and demolished the historic
Institute for the Blind building in William

interest of the community. They had, by
paying the Institute a large sum- of
| money, enabled it to move to bigger and
better quarters. They should therefore be
allowed to build their 30 storey building.’
When asked, however, who the developer
| was, we were informed that no name
could be given. Obviously, when it came
to philanthropy, the person concerned

} wished to remain anonymous.
. Ko

companies (including banks) moved in -
and began the -systématic acquisition of '

200-300% to be made in the space of

projects. It must be pointed out that this.

the area without (a) their knowledge, (b) -
their participation and (c) their opinion .

Street argued that their action was in the

The last point, however, is the most
important. The community, and the
individual people concerned, especially
tenants, were being shown that they had
to live within the constraints set by
people living outside of the area — people
whose interests and value systems were
quite probably different to their own.
Furthermore, they were compelled to do
things against their wishes. There was
little they could do because decisions had
already been made for them — decisions
based upon expert advice. -

About this time, opposition began to
form, mainly from well intentioned town
planners and. architects; egperts whose
scriticism was aimed at visual pollution,
aind the destruction of Thistorical
buildings. Meanwhile, the people actually
threatened, the pensioners and the poor,
began to feel helpless and paralysed,
resigned to the prospect of giving way to
progress. : -

They had been isolated and oppressed
by the idea of *“them” — not the
developer, but the  more immediate
contact, the estate agent. Whatever it was
that was happening was going on outside
of their experience.

On hindsight; this initial opposition
proved rather naive although it did
provide the impetus for the formation of
Resident "Action Groups. A quote from
Robert Goodman, author of After the
Planners, illustrates their failing:

“.o.. bunildings  are described
metaphorically as physical objects in

. “'relation to each other rather than as

containers for human activity . . .

The usefulness of this metaphoric
language to those who rule lies in its
-acceptance as the language of aesthetic

ideology rather than the language of -

political  ideology. The - architects’
language doesn’t deal in phrases like “the

glorification of a fascist state™ or “the.
Rather- it
“describes phenomena in the poetic terms -

exploitation of workers™.

il

. power

. questioning  the

. possible

which can be mﬁ:doﬂngn, by the cultured
middle class. In doing so, it obscures the

. political implications of the projects it

describes from this bourgeois class and
other architects. It encourages 'debate
over the aesthetic dppropriateness of a
particular architectural project rather
than questions about the political
consequences.” ‘ o :

New Directions

Even though the situation remains that
Resident Action Groups have virtually no
" except ' for  direct civil
disobedience, that the Builders Labourers
Federation green ban is what actually
prevents the developers from carrying out
their intentions, there has emerged the’
realization that- this political struggle.

could lead to a change in the nature of

the environment of the city. A new way
of thinking is emerging which is not only
validity of the
institutions and the power of money that
can wreck such havoc with people’s lives,
but is also pointing the way to the
reorganization of people’s
behaviour along more communal lines.

No longer is it being assumed that
because developers have invested large
sums of money, they shonld be allowed
to at least cover their losses. In fact the
opposite is the case. Developers are
speculators, and speculators are gamblers.
Money is lost at the race course and the
TAB every day and no one gets upset
about that..

Similarly there is a growing tendency
to réject any interference imposed by an
outside authority. The fallacy that people
need to be told what they want and need
has been exposed as a lie: if it turns out
that there’s an easy profit to be made by
building a high-rise building, that’s the
.product you will be told you need.

The idea of participation in planning

_ has, however, permeated through to those
; ——

- ,owmnmm has already been taken.

-Victoria Street Action Group maintains

in power. Consent politics is emerging as
the new approach. This takes the form of
the presentation of the problem along
with already worked out alternative
solutions from which a choice is to be
made. It is obvious that no real dissent is
possible bcause if you reject the whole
plan there s no way in which an
alternative can be presented. No real
involvement in the preparation of the
plan can take place since only “experts”
can do that. And if you desire no change
at all you have no chance: the decision to

So a further step is taken. The
mystique ‘of “expert opinion™, which is
promoted by experts in order to give
them a monopoly over particular
information, is broken down. The

that “If you can read and write, you can
town plan. ‘And even if you can’t, you
sﬁno" . . B

This sort of thinking begins to takel
place when the solution to the problem
of a particular area is seen to lie not i
presenting a set of proposals or plans, bu
in developing a process of resident action
It is not enough that residents should get
together, organize a Resident Action|
Group and contact sympathetic exp
to help them provide solutions. Rather,
the residents themselves must do most of]
the work. Residents must become}
experts. They must take the initiative.
They must do their own research and
planning over long periods of time. As)
long as residents rely on others, they will
never really know what is going on. They
will always be compromised by either
financial greed or misgnided aestheticism.

The idea is not necessarily to arrive at
a plan for an area, but to educate yourself
as to what is going on so that you can
reasonably evaluate and control what]
happens in 'a continuous way. Ultimately,
the urban environment will become Bon.of

bearable even though the city may, be
destroyed in the process.

~ Foundation Day Tharunka, August 2, 1973, Page 21
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Why Squat 3
1. While* 40,000 people await Housing Commission
homes, and others, homeless and not even on the waiting
list, sleep in parks, hundreds of houses and flats in the
inner city area stand empty. Others pay high rents for
appalling conditions Wwhile nearby premises in a
reasonable condition are vacant. Why not squat?
. 2. For those interested in. saving an area from
tedevelopment by private owners or government
atithorities, squatting ot constant vigilance may be a
hecessary tactic. While green bans prevent wholesale

demolition, owners will try and destroy their buildings _

from the inside. In the ‘Rocks, the Sydney Cove
Redevelopment Authority paid men on unemployment
‘relief to remove anything of any value — fireplaces, gas
fittings etc — from empty houses. In other inner city
areas, developers have left their houses open to
vandalism or have even paid drunks as “demolishers.” If
buildings are destroyed by vandalism, or become health’
or fire hazards, the case for preservation may be lost by
default. Why not squat?

How to Squat

When you squat in premrises it is sssential from a
tactical point of view that you secure the premises with
your own lock and key. You must remove the existing
lock so that the owner does not have access to his
building. You should at all times keep the premises
locked so that no one can enter without breaking in
(which is illegal) unless they have your key.

Arrange for essential services (electricity, gas, water)
to be put on.'If they are already on, put the gas and
electricity into your name (it would be better not to*use
your real name). Deal directly with the Sydney County
Council and the Gas Company. These authorities are
under a legal obligation to supply their services. If they
show some reluctance and indicate that they are aware
you are squatting, insist that you are living in the
building and that.any dispute about your occupation is a

matter for you and the owner only. Experience in

" TIRED

)

* Victoria Street has shown that once essential repairs are
done, these authorities have been cooperative. .
Unless you are a handy man or woman, it is obviously

going to be easier to choose a house where-the services -

are still in working order. However in Victoria Street
where this is not the case, the squatters have had help
from a friendly plumber and electrician. As squatting
spreads in Sydney, perhaps a collective of plumbers,
electricians and carpenters, similar to a legal aid bureau,
could be formed to help with repairs in much the same

'way as a legal aid bureau works. In London, squatters -

have taught each other many necessary skills. A
squatters’ handbook, filled with lots of practical
information on gas, water, and electricity fittings is
available from 11 Hemingford Street, London N1.

What is the Legal Position of Squatters?
1. The police may decide to act officially against

squatters under the Summary Offences Act. They do not

need to know who you are, nor do they need a warrant
under the S.0.A. But police canniot under the S.0.A.
just move you out. They have to arrest you and have
you charged. A police order to ‘get out, not
accompanied by arrest, has no legal force.

2. The owner himself may take action under the

S.0.A. However in order to get a summons against you, *

he will have to have your name.’

3. The owner may take action through the civil
courts to evict you (for trespass). Before such a case
comes to court, the owner could try to get a temporary.
injunction preventing you from being on the premises.
Again for any such action, he has to know your name. If
you are found to be a “tresspasser”, a landlord is
entitled to use “reasonable force” to remove you. It mm

4
'

.
'

-tenancy has tun out.

\

Squatting is the continuous occupation of unoccupied
premises. It is also the occupation of premises after

Disorganised squatting has always occurred in empty

- Houses. However in an organised way, squatting is now

beginning to take off in Sydney as it did in England,

‘Italy, US.A., Holland, and South America, a couple of

years ago. Last yeat, antiexpressway activists squatted

f

not clear what this phrase means precisely, but it is clear
that it must fall short of maiming or injuring or causing a
tumult. Also remember that, particularly when mothers,
children and old people are concerned, an owner may be

loath to take action which could involve the press.
In Victoria Street so far, the police have not become

directly involved in removing squatters. This means that

- names or the lack of them are a key factor in the
situation. Three summonses under the S.0.A. have been

OF RIP-0

served. One of these was served on the wrong person.
Craig Young was found guilty and sentenced to one
month’s hard labour suspended on condition that he
leave Victoria Street. However he immediately appealed

* which means a stay in execution of the sentence. The
.appeal may take months to come up. Joh Cox’s case has

already gone for two days hearing and will not be
completed until at least July 31. He too will enter an
appeal if he loses. While all this has been going on, more
squatters, nameless to the owners, have moved in.

Time to enjoy the advantages of his or her new house
is what a squatter wants so:

Plead not guilty and ask for as long an adjournment
as possible to prepare your case, engage witnesses,
employ a lawyer etc. . : S .

If your defence takes more than a day you may need
another adjournment. . :

If you are found guilty immediately put in an appeal.

What to do if the Police Call
1. Appoint one person to speak with the police.

Speak to them through the door, a window or from a
balcony. Even if the police ask you to open the door or

Tet them speak to you inside the house, do not open the

door.

2. Ask the police why they have come. Try -to

persuade them to see that the matter is a civil one,
between the agent and the residents and that the agent
has ample means to take civil action.

3. If this fails, say you wish to discuss the matter
with the other people in the house.

4. At this point, go back and say to the police that .

you have had legal advice on the matter and that you
hdve been advised that it is a civil matter. Tell them

)

"WHY NOT

.

~ BEING EVICTED '

in Glebe. At Christmas, homeless blacks in Redfern
occupied the area later set aside for an Aboriginal
Housing Project by the Commonwealth government,
Now, 6 houses in Victoria Street are occupied by abount
40 squatters, This squatting occurred as a result of the
Victoria Street Action Group’s policy to keep the street
for low income earners.

EmPeT™ Hovses WIKE
THESE ARE AVAILABLE
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there is nothing further to discuss.

5. If they persist, ask them if they are there to arrest
anyone and if so whom and on what charge.

6. At no stage open the door. The police cannot
arrest you through the door.

7. If the police have come to arrest a named person,
advise the police that you do not wish to discuss the
matter further. Avoid any questions demanding to know
if the particular named person is in the building.

3

e

F RENTS

8. If they persist and show that they are prepared to

enter forcibly, do not open the door. Tell them that,

according to legal advice, the police would be acting in -

contravention of the Imperial Acts Application Act
1969. :

9. If the police forcibly enter, demand to know if
you are being arrested and on what charge. You cannot
be told to get out by the police. They have to formally
charge you before you. are required to leave the
premises. .

10. If you are charged, do not resist. Make no further
statements except your name and address (the address at
which you are squatting). Ask to contact a lawyer.

-

What to do if the Agent Calls

Do not ‘open the door. Tell the agent that your
lawyer has advised you not to speak with them. Say
nothing more. Although the landlord can use
“reasonable force™ to eject a trespasser, it would be
debatable in court whether breaking and entering could
be held “reasonable”.

Rather than taking action to remove you, the police

~may engage in other harrassment. They could, for

instance, enter, without a warrant to search for drugs.

- For this reason the squattérs in Victoria Street decided
to keep the places “clean”. They may also charge.

squatters with vagrancy, and this has in fact been done
to two people in Victoria Street. For this reason,
squatters should make sure that they can show evidence

of a job, unemployment benefits or a pension and have

access to a small amount of money. —

It is hoped that a tenant’s legal aid service can soon.

be organized. However in the meantime, contact the

N

/

-

leave 2 message you can be contacted..

Squatting in Victoria Street - ‘

When the squatting began in Victoria Street several
weeks ago, ten people prepared to sleep the ftight in no.
57 fully expecting to be busted within a day or two.
Perhaps it was because he hoped the B.L.F. would

follow ‘the National Trust in backing his new plan for

high cost housing and commercial development, pethaps
it was because the police weren’t willing to cooperate,

W tttrn

In London

For several years there has been extensive squatting in
London. The situation is somewhat different there than
in Australia as Councils have an obligation to provide
housing, and this gives the squatters a strong public case,
at least when they are occupying council property. The
squatting has also spread to provincial centres. In a
period of several months, there were 27 squats in

- Oxford.

In Camden, a working class suburb of London, there
are between 700 and 1000 squatters, organiséd in street
committees loosely federated into a union which
negotiates with the Council. In Hackney, last year,
squatters won court cases against both the Council and
Actel Housing Association. Against the Council, the
judge ruled that the bureaucrats hadn’t shown enough

.good reasons why they needed the houses immediately.

s

The Actel Housing Association’s cases failed because in
the opinion of the judge they hadn’t made enough
efforts to obtain the names of all those involved.

London Oz in its Jan/Feb edition reads, “There’s all
different kinds of people squatting at the moment.
There are family squatting groups who atrrange for

temporary homes for homeless families from the Council

“and charge a small rent. Some people say the Family

Squatting Advisory Service is as bad as the Council.
(Family Squatting Advisory Service, 44 Nelson Square,
London). . T

There are also people like the ever growing
squatter-freak community around the Prince of Wales
Crescent, area of Camden. Some 280 people live there,
30% of them gradudtes living on an average income of

seven pounds a week. They have organised the Camden

Recycling Housing Association, 19 Vicars Road, NW5

perhaps it was through sheer bewilderment at the
shocking events befalling him — for whatever reason,
Frank Theeman, the owner, failed to take legal action
against the squatters for a couple of weeks. By that time

there wete more than 20 squatters occupying four.

houses. o
We are attempting to create in the street, a

community 'more resilient than the one which the agents .

crushed several months ago' — to what extent we are
successful is difficult for those most involved to judge,

each day seems to meet with some new crisis — a court
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and seem to be involved in just doing their thing and
being free from money hassles . .. .
Then there’s a group of claimants, unsupported

. mothers, women in North London, especially in

Hackney and Islington. They take a more active part in
the working class struggles of the communities in which
théy live. Squatters help in the production of
neighbourhood newspapers like Hackney Gutter press
and in voluntary play centres manfied by men and
women. (Hackney Squatters Union, C/— Centreprise, 34
Dalson Lane, E8; Islington Squattets, C/— 11 Heminford
Road N1).» -

In Haly

Recently in Milan, families have occupied new blocks
of flats owned by Gescal, the principal state housing
authority.

In a declaration, the families stated: “We occupied

the newly completed flats because we think that a house
should be guaranteed to -everyone ... we have no
intention of moving from where we are. We have houses
now and we’ll keep them on the basis of our right and
our need.” p _

Lotta Continua, a daily paper says, “These families
come from the centre for evicted families in Novate
Street (a sort of half-way house) which was supposedly
done away with some time ago. In reality it still exists
and puts up hundreds of immigrant families from the
South who are discriminated against because they don’t
have steady jobs.” : .

In USA . .
“In Boston a group of low-income families recently

!

'NEED A HOUSE

squatters at the Stables, Victoria Street, wmm.moa.m and

case, the gas company sent to remove meters, a robbery.
People with great difference not only live together, they
must also work together if we are to survive. Mothers,
children, studénts, a seaman, teacher, bikies, pacifists,
students, invalid pensioners, people in need of a home,
people escaping from another home, people interested in
low income housing, people who say they are intetested
in low income housing but turn out to be just looking
for a crash pad for a couple bf nights. As each new
person comes, squatters explain to him or her what the

"issues are, and hope that those who are not involved will

SQATTING ELSEWHERE

see it in their own interests to leave. Open meetings of
the zction group (Mondays, Thursdays, 6.30 pm, the
Stables, 109 Victoria Street) plan immediate adtion and
thrash out general policy.

A foodcoop has been organised and a weekly street
news just started. A few of the tenants and squatters set
aside rent for Theeman should he ever decide to accept
it, others do not agree with paying rent to landlords.
Instead, a maintenance fund has been organised which is
being used to buy locks, for gas and electricity deposits
and other communal expenses. The basic rate is $3.00
for an individual and $5.00 for a family, although those
who earn more, will give more. However if we are not to
create our own myths, one should add that there is some
difficulty in collecting the maintenance from some
people.

Children’s street parties with the Blérta Dance
Company have been organised twice and there are plans
to begin a play centre. There is frustration when projects
planned fail to get off the ground as quickly as hoped.

There are still more houses although some of them
need a lot of repairs. More squatters are needed,
particularly families, women and older people. If the
present policy of serving sommonses under the Summary
Offences Act continues there seems no reason why
anyone should not get a couple of months cheap good
housing and longer if they don’t get hold of your nare.

. If you are interested in squatting, go to the Stables, -

-~109 Victoria Street, preferably between 6 and 6.30, -

Mondays and Thursdays. Phone: 358-5946

squatted in newly renovated apartments in their
neighbourhood just befote the higher income tenants
were scheduled to move in. Within 2 month the landlord
was forced to lower his rents and the public housing
authority to provide a rent subsidy for the families. In
New York city similar actions have forced the city
agencies ‘to make housing available for low-income
people. In one case, the squatters organised under the
banner of “Operation Move-in". Working at night, with
ctowbars, the people opened doors and windows of

- apartments scheduled for demolition by the city. The

partments were often in reasonable condition. (At one
point the city had maintenance crews deliberately
destroy the toilet fixtures in buildings to deter the
squatters — but later conceded to the opposition).

It is true that many of the people in these apartments
still face eviction by the authorities. But this is a factor
which must be measured against the alternate of .
planning and waiting for housing that will probably not
happen at all. Another factor is how this direct action
counters the usual feeling of hopelessness in poor

- neighbouthoods. “The onies who were willing to do it

were pretty strong people,” said one of the squatter

organisers. “Wehn they first went in it was like they

were liberated — they were exhilarated.” After the initial -
forces of the operation more and more people signed up

on waiting lists for new squatter actions. The larger this

group becomes, the mote difficult it will be for the city

to actually remove people without providing alternate

housing. * It becomes a process by which the

disenfranchised become aware of their potential power

when they are willing to act together.”

(From “After the Planners” by Robert Goodman)

’
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