Sydney was a sick city — “in a mess” °

— Alderman Andrew Briger (Civic Reform) -
told top town plonners yesterday.

“Our theatres are dying out, our resi-
- dents are leaving and our retail stores are

are absolute paupers.
“We have no money to|use — remember that.

spend — it all goes on
wiages, !
“30, like any sick patient,
we've sent for the doctor.”
- Alderman Briger, Vice-

_ciosing down,” he said.
" “We of the City Council; “Trees are the greatest

asset” pool planners can

“And also remember —
we can have instant coffee
and instant tea but not an
instant community.

“And resources — people

Chairman of Sydney City|as well as money — must

Cov s Development
Cer tee, 1issued these
ou'spuken views at 8 semi-
nar orsanised by the Urban
Systems Corporation in
Parramatta,

Tue seminar, attended by
the Cl ainnan of the Stale

Planning Au‘hority (Mr.!jnvite their participation:

Nigel Ashtonn) and other
top planning officials, dis-

be organised.

“We must be firm and
consisient if we are to
lick the problem of
urban society.”

The planners at the
seminar emphasised the
need to inform people and

in_plans,
In this regard, the Press
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__cussed “Effective Siratesy|played a vital role, o

ﬁ?.?géc“m in Urban Plan- ré-ihe Pre.?g. televislion fxmld'
¥ . . radio cou greatly el
Alderman Briger said o504 planning and would%
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the Urban Systems Cor-
paration was the “doe-
tor" for the City Coun-

do so “if we get the news
to them quickly ~ and
erisply.”

cil,
“Piret thing the doctor ———

dees it find the symptoms,

- —-2Then—he-diagnoses the

trouble, and prescribes a

cure.
© v That is what the stra.

tegic city plan will be — a|
is-—-and; -we -hope, a1

cure for Sydney’s sickness.”

A man Briger said he
hac, use these simple
illustrative terms to ‘ex-

plain to his clty councily

what the strategic plan
would be

: Egr. George Clarke, Dir-
ect

r of Planning for the

.Urban Systems Corpora-

tion,” sald population and
al laspects of urban growth
had changed more in the
faszt 10 years than in the
previous 100 years,
"But_the rate of change
in official and public
thinking had not kept
pace.
“We must change the
Australian . philosophy
which says: ‘If it moves,

. shoot it; it it goes, chop

it down’.”
Mr. Clarke claimed a lot

~of success had been
" achieved for a better life

throtgh improved wages
and working conditions,
* But now the way to fight
for .a better life was
*hrough better urban en-
vironment.

Mr. Clarke also emphas-
ised these points:

® Local council aldermen|

wese ‘‘not exactly bursting
with abstract  intellectual
thought.”

#® Local Government elec-

_ tions.more and more would

- to study changing values

be fought in futueur on

planhing issues at least one|

council -had been ousted at
the last election on such

sues,
SPA Chairman, Mr. Ash-
ton, urged all authorities

and be guided by them.

Hé¢ said Glebe, Pad-
dington ang other areas
of instance had once con-
sidered poor living sites
but . were not highly
sought after.

“Mangrove swamps, once
eonsidered undesireable,are

now sarced,” he said.

“We have a_ very great
heritdge — and that is our

real wealth.”




