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| SOON AFTER the City By HAMISH McDONALD = . . .
~ of Sydney strategic plan : » - :

was published on July 20 .
last 'year it became evident

that the biggest immediate

threat -to it--would come-
from developers buying up

the shabby terraces, ware- .
houses and workshops. of .
Woolloomooloo, -

" In ‘the statutory planning

scheme for the City, gazetted a. * dorsement of the Premier, Sir |

few days before the strategic
plan was recleased, -and the
State  Planning - Authority’s
Woolloomooloo study of 1969,
Woolloomooloo was zoned

blue—for “county - centre”-—
" as was the’central business dis-

frict across, the Domain; . -
effect, gradual developmient as -
a business area. With -encour-
agement from. the authorities, |
real estate investors. took this
as a go-ahead. They managed
to achieve ‘a degree of site
amalgamation. that shocked
even the SPA. The big build--
ing plots they had accumulated:
would: allow “huge buildings
under the ' SPA’s floor-space
ratios and ‘bonuses,

" The strategic plan_tried to

Stop this. It recommended that

development in Woolloomoo-
loo be mainly residentjal, with
the bulk of office: development
taking = place 'in the "City’s
spine” between Circular Quay
and Central .. Railway. The
original floor-space ratio code,
submitted to the council by its
consultants .. simultaneously
with the. strategic plan, pro--
posed a basic building ratioof
4:1 - for Woolloomooloo, - with

~ bonuses much harder to earn

than elsewhere, .

Less than three months liter, 1

on - October 15, Mr - Sidney

- Londish, leader of a businéss

group which had acquired 11
acres of Woolloomooloo- since
1969 and sought four - acres
more, unveiled his own gran-
diose plan for a $400-million
development that would, if
fully carried out, set the tone.
for the whole precinct, -

“~ By amalgamation of his pro- -

'

| “County centre” meant, in .

perties: he had - managed to
achieve floor-space ratios of up

“to"12:1 under the regulations
.then in force. The 1.75 million

sq ft of retail space, the miotels,
theatres, Parkin% ~stations, -
sporting facilities, bars, restau-
rants, the railway- station,: the

- monorail, were to dress 3.5 mil-
-lion sq ft of office:space. -

The sclieme received the en-

Robert  Askin, who remarked .
at the announcement that “as

‘always when you are dealing .
,with progress and development

“you get a few critics about.” ©
¢ The council ‘put_up. fittle
fight,” When_ the - floor-space

ratio_code came up for formal |
“‘adoption_on December 6 the .

consulfants’  recommendation, .
"of a 41 1atio was.dropped. In-

‘Stead, the council decided. fo

“administer development  con- .
trol” in the light of the 1969
study. - e -

Approval of  the Londish

- ,scheme in principle followed in

May, obviously with reluct--

“ance, -Sir- Robert’s - prediction -

‘was ' subsequently .proven.. cor-
rect, if understated. "~ - [
Not  only. was  the. council-
‘attacked for its go-ahead to Mr
Londish, it was savaged for its
helpless attitude to the propos-
ed Commonwealth  offices on
five acres' of Woolloomooloo
that would accommodate
15,000 workers, The attitude
seemed to be that, if goaded, -

; th§ Commonwealth would re-""

| Fwa

vert to its original plans (drop-
ped after much cajoling) to

build a naval store on its.
Woollbomooloo land. - = -
" Happily, criticism ~ from -

many other quarters “appears

to be - working ' on theé’ Com-

monwealth, The Federal

. Opposition - has promised to-
" re-site the  offices - (at Parra-

matta), ‘and it is -understood

that some ‘members “of ‘the
sub-comimittee -

parliamentary - ]
which investigated the project
favour a i

along the same lines; “. -

The criticism of the develop_s ’

ments has ‘been based: partly

on the probuble loss of all:tos-

rare residential areas to offices,
but - mainly on ‘the - growing
evidence that transport -facili<
ties would be unable to ‘cope

with -the workforce. of ‘more .
than 80,000 which such high<
density = development ~ could -
eventually house. By comparis .
‘son, the present Woolloomoo--
loo workforce numbers only a

few thousand, and that'of the

“whole City about 240,000, .
‘Certainly the build-up will .
extend- over ‘several yéars.- But -

foreseeable - transportation
could" not possibly cope. Mr
George Clarke, -director of

. the  team of consultants who

prepared - the  strategic 'plan;-
says that even the. Woolloo-
mooloo station on the Eastern

Suburbs Railway = that. Mr . 1

Londish has proposed and

.offered partly to financé would

‘be quite inadequate,

: Posit
recommendation. out 4

-mind
“wholi detalled bookiet and appointmé

—THE SALE OF |
|7 INDUSTRIAL
The Gateway Industrial
-.Cnr. of Beauchamp Rd
7 © 7 off Botany F
Industrial ‘land’ such as this
' Ey¢ able for many years. It's dou
envis land will become avallable In
tud Gateway Industrial Estate offe
Stuay “level land ‘with ‘A’ class Indu:
publi¢ 7 miles of Sydney G.P.O. -
The ¢ @ood. quallfy "industrial Janc
way } scdrce in Sydney. But recent!:

_.an hq -become. chronic. Vaiues hav

could Years: The. growth of Indust
; means that this trend can only,
Bostel. aocelerate. : o oo
the r accslerate.. T
comel - This |s ‘why- the  release of t
alrea (l trial Estate.is:so important.-It i
" buy and bulld-immediately, or |
Otl now in’ anticipation of" future |
Critid hedge against Infiation! i
propds. Alternatively we'can, It you
gev}e’ﬁ ‘bulld your factory ‘and. leasg it
aitl :

Mascotal I-;agt o Cot :f‘s’é? '
ot -alrport -and ‘Cooks *
ShOPﬂ.Yard(are B

re nearby. Virtually ad
_Bay Shipping Terminal.

Cit'Nelghbours .~ -
with |+, An Industrial Who's Who,
the anufacturers, Caltex, Golden R
fr Australian Wool and Produce,

om| jid., G.M.H. Pty. Ltd. i
for W Eacilities y
the § “You name It. Level land, ke

tion { tered. Possible railway siding. L]
is wa 16,000 sq ft. Industrial zoning;

Phone or write to the Indus

emh‘ Managing Agents: .

nd g@ SIDNEY RAX

158 Kent Street, Sydne




