JPROM the top of the

- fallest building in-

Sydney, the Australia
Square tower, the city
stretches beyond the
horizon — a chaotic,
mass of office blocks
and red roofs, saved
only by the apparent
beauty of the harbior
and the brillidnce of
the light., -

Chenter, two - archibects
who live in Balmeain and
worked on tihe plan, the
eouncil simply refuged fo
consider it. . - :
“They seld we eould
only object to a develop-
ment If it actuglly af-
feoted us — ke blocking
the vlew from the back-
yard” they said.
. *“There {8 slmply no
machinery for the couneil
to consider the plan es &
whole or for an individ-
pal or an organisstion to

.- present one.”

Except for the occa-
slonal pateh-of headlend,
the buildings have de-
voured nearly every foot

of green. Each day more

gnd more cars pour into
the clty along ell the
brave new highways that
cut through bulldings,
suburbs and andscapes.

Blocks of perfectly
good offices are . pulled
down and replaced by
bigger end tieller onmes
This week the bhuildsrs of
Austraila Squars, the

Lend Lepse Corporation
gennounced plans for
whet will be the tallest
building in the country —
2 B60ft hour glass glant
on & Dlazg siretching
from® Martin  Plagce to
King Strest, from Piti to
Castlereagh Streetf.

, No one has bothered to
sk how  this building,
and all the others ke it,
fit into an overall plan
of Sydney — a plan thai
would take the people of
8ydney comiortably into
the year 2000 and & pop~
uletior”of 57 milllon. .

' Where sre the town
plenners and architects?
The fraffic control ex-
perts, the rapld transit
tmen =and the publle
transport buffs? Are
there any sociologlsts

nd psychologists fo tell
he -planners Jjyst how
mueh noise, stress, den-

gity and congestion
people can gstend? Who
go-ordinates?

With 2% milllon people
already in Sydney the
brick venpeer is beginnin
to crack. o
Vearious plans are helng
considered,. The State
Planning Authority 1 has
the Sydney region outline
plen; the Netional Trust
has Sydney 2000 which it
produced inm enswer fto
the SPA’s plan; the Cit
‘Council has asked the
. Uro ySteins Corpora-
| tiod, "4 group of _town
| planners, to produce. a
strategic madter plen for
the £ity.
A few local counclls
have started town plan-
'ning studles and schemes
of thelr own; o few civie
groups, In the face of
whgt they consider couh-
cil neglect, have outhlined
plans for thelr own com-
munities.

Af present thars is no
wey of cu-ordinﬁféi:g
plem:ing. From arc g
tural deteils to the zon-
with a varlety of author-
{tles — the State Plen-
ning Authority, the
Wabér Board, the De-
partment of Main Roads,
councils and in some in-
stances the Lands De-
pertmeny, the- Depari-
‘ment - of Looal Govern-
ment, the Housing -Com-
mission, and the Maril-
. tlme Services Borrd,

The Paddington
Soclety is the one local
group that has had any
success meintaining ifs
community ldentity. In
-Balmain, the local asso-
ciatlon presented 2 ' plan
| to the Ieichbardi Coun-
| efl o try to make some
sense out of the suburb's
jumhble of industriel,
maritime end resldential
arens. :

According fo
Beverloy and

ing of land, control lies’

They say ell but about
5 per .cent- of - unig

_development. in the ares.
5 buill without. an prépe
“North

architect's design.

Some arehitects -were
willing just to put =
building on. e Ylock of
land without any thenght
to traffic, congestion, its
relation to other bulld-
ings and the needs of
the _em(irumnent, they
sald. R .

The (¥ebp :Seociety .18
another group with &
.plan- — o preserve the
buildings and-environs of
g part of .CHlebs called
the Toxteth Estabe, - -

The plen is’ still’ before.
the Leichhardt Council
buf it has already won
an  psgurance from the
Minister for Locel Gov-
ernment, Mr Morton,
that a second expressway
— the north-western —
will tunnel end not cub
throagh the point.

“A second eEDressway
woulkli have effectively
destroyed the nafural
unity and amenitles of &
highly vhlued and his-
torle &uburb,” . sald Dr
Bernard, Smith, the pres-
jdent of the sociefy and
Professor of Fine Arts at
Sydney University.

_He says it is notonly
the unigue environment
gaid architecture that
should be preserved but
the sgnse of community
that develops In such an
area. ‘ ‘

Urben _Systems _ have.
plso prepared e plen_of
-Arggrmon for Willoughby
Council, According to
their -“director” of = plan-
ning, Mr G. Clatke, the
scheme involves a com-
prehensive epproach, fo
ihe whole erivironmert.

iwThis meens  identl- .
fylng fhe tofal Tesources
end basle prohlems - for
each local  govérnmernd
prea gnd adepiing “prin-
ciples, prioritdes and
procedures for further ac-
tion,” hesald. 4
- “Individual ' declsions
can thencbe made imithe
light. of -the- #ims for-the
toft®l envitonment. In
most ceses a detafled in-
vestigaflon of an area
will resuit in improved
living conditiens.

“In Artirmon, we in-
creased open speee from
8 per cent to 14 per cent
and - reduced the space
cecupled by roads from
28 per- cenf to . 19 per
cent. - . '

«A pedestrian move-
ment system was evolved
gnd. meny .streets were
clgsed to through trafffc. -

"Wedges of green will
‘be geen, throughout the
whole area. ‘The resulting
environment - will not
only he more shtisfactory
to Live in, but will also
cost less to,maintain® -

He said It was an un-
fortunate fact of Iife
today that only after the
problems had hecome
obvious was the necessary
action taken to reverse
the undesirable trends,.

“Councils must take the
Initiative in resard: to
development within thelr
own areas,” he said.

“Statufory  Dlanning
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negative and certainly do
not resutt i the kind of
living and working envi-
ronment we would Iike: to
' «positive .action must
be teken by tounclls and
guidance given' to -devel-
opers. In this . way we
will get our goels set be<
fore ithe existing desvelop=
ment or redevelopment
forces us to accent'a Beg-
ond hest situation.” ‘
Urben Sysiems are
B PIGIL faf e
th  Sydney’ Councll,
Agcording to the depily
mayor, - Aldermen  J.
Woodward, the plan will
take into sccount the ‘in-
tegraied development of
the whole  area excepd
for 2 civic centre that g
about. to “be bullt by pri~
vate deyelopers..

AUSTRALIA
SQUARE ... . our
tallest wyet.

“We have suspended all
residentlal  development
and’ we infend tp. find
out  what peaple wenb
and what facilitles and
amenities ere needed,”
he sald.

He sees g hopeless situ-
gticn In some inner clty
areas. .

“Tn  some places, .the

problems are enormMous,-

Whatever we do In
Worth Sydney has to be
built én the mistekes of
the past,” he said.

“Parts of the existing
environment are worth
preserving but paris are
not. We can’t bs too
jdealistie, but the plen
will be relevent to what
is an imperfect  site
we cal't pl?l'ltemte every-

“Councils are foo oiten
confronted with thelr
mistakes — looking ab
what a bullding furns ouf
to be after you heve ap-

Mr_ E. L
Mr J. cchemes - are easentially .proved i

. the growth of ciflés Isj

" objections about eir pol-

,counfry planning at the
. University of Sydney, be?|

_ting the city grow unim-

uty

i He believes the prob-
Iems will always be there
becguse people are ats
‘tached to cities. .
“You can't force them
Into decentrzlised tregion-
al centres,” he said. “Buf
if you -are met going fo
restriet the sprepd of a
city you ‘have o -eut
'down on densities.”
| _The_ only. genergl plan
for Sydney — the SPA's
ireglon’ cutiine plen -— iz
ithe ‘ome most: under ats.

«1 was appalled o find
'that -~ the - authority
thought, only in terms of
what it would have o
iprovide for & .growing
lelty,”. the director of .the.
MNetionel Trust, Mr R, N.
Walker, seld. '

“The frust believes if

showld first. look et the- "

maturel resources that
would be needed, sef
them aside, and. HHen
plﬂﬂ the people ' around
fhem. - .0 )
! «rt {§ a plan for the
future that jgnores. Hur

- 'rélationship . “with | the
lparth, and eallows fhe
_ ‘matural  envivonmeni 19

he swept eside.
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Ic
12.9,1970

. try.” : !

-the urban research unit

find cut what they want.” |

-and_fee what  Sydhey’s.

the taltest bullding evér.
OB SRS B PVl

be used in low density
aregs and in the coune-

Dr M. Neutze, head of

at the Austrafian Natlon-
al University, says: “Thel,

collective interest in|.

urban -development is sel-
dom seen as important)
enough fo provide thej
politicel support neces-
sary for urban devel-

opment in Australe tof

be primarily controlled

- by public planning ratherj -

then the privete mar-|
ket. - . [
“At present only the|
worst falults-of the unfet-|
tered private market are|
avolded, and development
is
diveetlons- and encouraggd
in others.
"Plafining for peeple 13
g slogan. without' much
operatione]l meaning . 8s
we do hot Ernow what
people want or how to

We _will_have, to waitl
stragegic_ Dlan __produces
and_whether we_do _allow

“Town planners ' géem

-

to accept the: fact thaeb

inevitable and that
everyone Wwill [ive In
‘cities,” he said, “This is
@ dlsastrous. Hne-of
thought.”

Mr D. Melsenhelter, an
grohitect, thinks the plen
simply accepts present
trends and codifies them.
. “It doesn't . provide for
open parklend or bush,”
he sald.- “The authority
only leoked at Sydney
from the rTeal
point of view and short-
sighted ecomomics.

“There was ho In-
depth co-ordination with
other Involved depert-

estate] ﬁ

discouraged in some}

1970,
|

I
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ments nor did it listen
te Health -Department

lution.- ) .

© "It created an indust-
rial =zone in an Ares ||
where it will cause the
most pollution. You will
get & bulld up of smeg
right over Bankstown,
but, who carss? !

TOH—THE AUSTRALIAN Suf

oo kil
«Tng SPA does have

gpme power bub 165 nob
allowed to work.

Mr - Woodward helieves
the SPA plan was 2 rush
job and e puble Telations
Eeﬁﬁ%ﬁ"to ‘planning '

uftionly eréated Zones,”

he seid. “It ‘leit every-

thing eclse fo the eoun-f .

L P}:ofé[s"s'oi‘ D _’iﬁrhiﬁ_"cén-,
professor of- town ~and

lieves thal-instead of lef-

pefled, ring after ring, we
should ~ lemve miles of
open . Epaces &nd. have
between fthem - separate]
well~designed - tawns . of
about 100,000 people.” - -

wThess would depend
on Sydney for special
things but be reasonebly
well contalned ‘townships

“rpther then new suburbs,” |}
“he sald. A

«And most importently,
they

each other and Sydney.”
"o eachieve this,
58YS,

port. 10
“Ceniral clty prob‘lem_s-,r

{n particular, cannot- be
handled
cer,” ho said.

“e ore reaching the|§

point where the omly so-

ution wil be fo tex eers |
out of existence in the |

_gentral clty area.

“We could have ‘e(d
gerles of rings end the||
motorists would pay more |3
ag he entered each ring|

must be linked by
rapid, efflelent and com-|j
fortable trangport with|p

hel
there. must be a|f

swing in emiphasis from’|p
private to piblie trans-|§

with the mator

into the city. Cers would [}
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Hotel Australia block . . . an 8607t hourglass. -




