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HOMES AND BUILDING

Artarmon plan
an experlment

in rehousing

Suddenly, everybody is talking about environ-
‘ment. For years people put up with appalling

streets, -

ineonvenient neighbourhoods,

noise,

\congestlon, pollutlon, but now they have had

enough

All over the country
there are groups and
movements  aiming  to
-imprave - oyr envxrom
ment.

Otte.of the specific prob-
lems in. many urban and
suburban . ‘areas . ig .

komes to flat  buildings

I which generally seems fo
g :cncm' wxﬁhouz any plan at

‘willo
one ef
which are: domg more than
tatking - about envirommen-
“tal problems, .

Apart. ‘from mvesugatmg
the fut&rc needs al?f ttge
municipality - generally, the
coungil has made a
plan for an area of 105
m’rhmm&%mon ed b

o ;b iy-contained by
the' railway, a

Couneil - is

- pressway, and the ‘existing
M&wbtay Road. At preaentr
it “homs - ghout

- 1,500

the .
i cha.n.gcover from individual

ew authorities’

speaﬁcvberoflocal

8 future ex-'"the-area_gad the
eﬂt‘“pafm
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Several:
‘tives ‘were aks’bﬁched( by the
- planners 's0 that yesidents-
orey  could acman

. sMW\ 30470

in planning their own envi-
ronment and to this end a
questmnnalre was. sent to
every: d m the
People wem uk:ed their
preference. for house types,

their reason for Hving in
the area, and a number of
statistical - questions. As a
result there was enormous
interest” in - the  ‘planning
scheme and people crowded
a public meeting in which
the - needs.. for  planned
developmenﬁ were explam—

ed and accepted. -

'The planners then drew
up ‘a plan showing existing
buildings, roads and parks,
and presented it to a num-
ups for dis-
easswn. group was
asked to expreu its” own.
idéas about the planning of

developm

v see’ various
The ' planners
s test tho public’s
rcwﬂon to

%a‘n liminary = ideas gy b&w

d. : drawing up the
, mwutoinvolvepeop}e “schern:

0

The plan- provides for
‘tower blocks on the highest

point, . three-storey - walk- -

ups,- town . houses, and
housing for the old. It in-
cludes recreation areas. in

the form of sports grounds:

and parks,

¢ road pattern is being

i'atwnahsed by ~ closing
some  streets 1o .cars, mak:

ing others no-through

roads, and ' introducing _a

system, of pedestrian walk-

ways #ith the railway- sta-
tion at its focus.

Off-street parkmg is pro-

vided near . the. railway,
‘maitily: for the - shopping
centre which, will be both
vextended in ‘§pace and
reduced in overall size.

All ‘Wirifig Will ‘be taken
underground; - landscaping
and - tres plantmg by “the
council are” important - ele-

ments of the scheme,

= \,Qne of the most  inter-
-esting aspects of the plan is:

the co-operation between

the council and the-private

developer An -amalgama-

tion' ~plan - ‘prescribes * the.

number of éxisting home-
sites: which ‘must  be
--amalgamated for each par-
ticular .project.  The _plan

. tower,

also prescribes the particu-
lar form of developmient |
for - each. site, high-rise
walk-up. . flats: ox’
town houses:

In_ addition, -the Gouncﬂ
requires .an unustaily farge

space fof ~each deveiop-
ment.

But thhgn ‘this frame-
work the scheme leaves &
great deal of drchitectural
freedom. to. the individual
designer and developer-

The scheme was finally
adopted in November  last

ear. If, over the years, it

18 completed accordm% k .
y =

plan, it will be one of

ney’s. first .examples of 2
planned * urban resr&cnﬁal
environmer, Moregver, it

will be one i whlch the k.

people themselves wall have
had:a say.

amount of landscaped open

Wllloughby Gnnnell’ plan for the
redevelbpment nf LY 1arge resndentxal
area of Artarmon-wan expemment in
town planning — is dlscussed by Eva
Buhrlch in tlns artlcle,

. The seheme providea for lmus-
ing 4, 500 peophs n. tower blocks,
three-storey walk-up- a‘pMments and §
town houses with sonie old people in
single storey nunits, Today 1500 people
live in the area, mostly in cattages.

A modet: of ‘the Artars
mon
 scheme which. hlt
N‘appmved

redevelepmu’d‘
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